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us year's Mapur Samnga Pestival unfolds on 24 MNovember,
2019 at Imphal for aweek Likethe previous years, the festival
would showease the State’s commutment towards promoting

tounsm, handloom and hancieraft products, entreprensurshup shlls
of local artisans apart from display of attractive art and cultureitems

It 15 lugh time to retrospect the consequential effects of the Maupur
sanga Festwal Has the annual festival hved up toits objectives or has
it fulfilled the great expectations of the local people in promoting a

| sustanable tounsm? Of course the number of incoming foraign and

domestic tounsts has been increasing gracually, thanks to the efforts
of the State Government in mutigating the law and order problems
and restoung faith and confidence to the tounsts The much nesded
tounsm infrastructures are yet to bemnstalledin places where tounsts
love to wsit The slugmsh progress of the ongoing mnfrastructural
tacilities 15 3 matter of concem

Tourtsmis anew hope for a landlocked state ke Mampur Goa attracts
lakhs of foragn tounsts annually and the state thnves on the busmness
of tounsm. Ferala 15 fully hamessing its backwaters for promoting
tounsim and eanung hard cash from mullons of domestic tounsts
A boom in intemet and ar connectimty m the country has boost up
the tounsm sector beyond expectahons over the past decade Mother
Dlature has endowed Mampur with enormous tournsm potentals
What 15 lacking in our State 15 promobon of tounst destinations,
mifrastructural gaps, feel good factor, micro management, etc

Another aspect of tounsm is Myaimar, being a corndor to South
East Asia The recent developments i Indo-Myanmar bilateral
relatons bnngs smile to our younger generations Arownd ten Asian
anbassadors are msitng Mampur dunng the Sanga Festival to further
their ties and to explore possibilities of upgrading the border town
of Moreh as a wotld class mtemational trade hub Intemational
Polo Toumament at the worlds oldest lwving pologround, Mapal
Fangiebung, fnendly soccer matches between women players of
Wanipur and Myanmar, display of Mulma Fange, Aramba, g,
tracktional boat race and wanous mamfestations of art and culure
will keep the festival a memorable one Let’s hope that this biggest
sxtravaganza will surely fill the vad

(H. Balkrisna Singh)
Director, [PR
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MANIPUR SANGAI FESTIVAL

24" to 30" November, 2019
AN OCCASION TO UNITE AND CELEBRATE

ur stateis strategically located

i the MNorth Eastem comer

of Inda bordenng Myanmar
and serves as a corndor for Indiato the
south East Asian countries We offer
immense possibibties for the growth
of tounsm and regonal busmess
Adomedwnth a vanety of bresthtalng
locations, landscapes,
pustine forests, rare wldhfe, and m
unmeatched cultural diversity, our state
has lots to offer to a traveller The
Loktak Lake, the largest freshwater
lake in the North-—East India, located
i Bishnupur Distnet;, the “Sanga’
(Bwarons elds efdy), the dancing deer

drammatic

of Mampur, Ema Market, the world’s
largest only women market; Mampur’s
Polo and Shuinu Lily of Ukhrul Distnet
are amongst our rarest attrachions and
are found nowhere in the world.

A diverse population that mhabits the
state makes us apt to be called a mutu
Incha The people of Mampur mclude
Mata, DNagas, Fuk-Clin-Mzos,
Sotkhas, Mushims and other coloucful
commmunities which have lved in
complete harmoeny for centunes. With
so many tobes and an even greater
number of sub-tubes, languages,
incigenous rehgons mmlbphed by

several festvals and traditons per

W, fhohal Singh, Dirvectar
Tourism Deparfment

Manipur offers
immense possibilities for
tHee growth of tourism
and regional business.
Adorned with a
variety of breathtaking
locations, dramatic
landscapes, pristine
forests, rare wildlife,
antd an unmatched
cultural diversity, our
state has lots to offer to
a traveller.
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tobe, our state1s a rare iwving library of
ancient MNorth-eastern tobal festivals,
folk  songs, costumes, theatncal
styles and daices, crafts, ceremonies,
cuisines, wild foods and dozens of
languages—a speaial knd of cultural
diversity wnmatched by any other state
i1 Incha Throughout the year our
vaned tobes celebrate theair festivals
and the state 15 also apt to be called a
Land of Festivals

Manipur Sangai Festival 24th
to 30th November, 2019

The “Mampur Sanga Festrval” named
after the state aumal Sangai- the
brow-mtlered deer’ wnll be held from

24th to 30th November 2019 The
MWampur Sanga Festival started in the

year 2010 and overthe years the festival
has grown mto a big platform for the
state to showcase its nch tradbion
and culture to the world The festival
15 today labeled as the biggest festival
of the State today and helps promote
a worldclass

Maupur as tounsm

destination.

Every edition of the festival showcases
the tounsm potential of the stite mn
the feld of arts & culture, handloom,
lianchcrafts,
mndigenous sports ete The festival 1s
the nght time to expenence the proud
cultural hentage and the love for art

cuising,  mmsic and

which 1z inherent amongst wanous
tnbes inhabiting the State of Mampur
The state’s famous classical dance
‘FaaslLeela’ forms animportant part of
the dance performances at the Mampur




Sanga Festival 2019 besides the vanous
other folk dance performances like the
Fabuw MNaga dance, Bamboo dance
Llabt dance, La Haracha dance
Ehamba Theoilbi dance ete which will
be showeased at the festival

The past editions of the festival have
been a huge success and brought a
huge number of wsitors from withm
and outside the state The 2019 editien
of the Mampur Saiga Festival wnll
be orgaized at different locations
i1 Imphal, Bishnupur and Senapat
Distnets. The Openmg Ceremony of
the Mampur Sanga Festval 2019 wnll
be held at Eabul Lamjao National
Park at Bishnupur distnet, Manipur
The Eebul Lamjac MNational Park
located on the Loktak Lake s the only
floating MNahonal Patkin theworld Ttis

the last natural habitat of the “Sangar”
(Fucervus eldu eldu), the danang deer
of Manpur A ghmpse of the deer
i Hus unique wetland ecosystem s a
must for any wildlife enthusiast Other
wildlife to be seen mclude Hog Deer,
a host of waterfowls and mugratory
burds, the latter usually sighted from
TMowverrler to Marcly

The man wvenue for the festival will
be a the Hapta Fangjabung (Palace
Compouncd) and Bhiagyachandra Open
Aur Theatre (BOAT) These venues
will host several cultural programumes
as well as showease the nch culure
and traditon of Maupur The venue
at HaptaKlangjeibung wll feature the
mchgenous huts of the wvaned trbes
that ithabit Maupur

MANIPUR TODAY
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Kabwui Dance

The Mampur Sangm Festval 2019
will also introduce wmsitors to the best

of the State’s cwsmnes at a number
of food stalls which will be opened
dunng the festrval Manpur’s popular
dishes meclude Nga-thongba (fish
curry), Eromba (a dish prepared wnth
boiled vegetables and fermented fish),
Ooti (mustard beans), Bora (pakoda),
Paknam (a baked cake of gram flour
muxedwith otheringrecients), Smgu (a
spicy hot trachtional salacl), and B rowmn-
nce Eheer ete Every Mampun dish
whether vegetanan or non-vegetanan
has 1ts cistnchve flavour because of

the natural and mdigenous ingrechents
used in prepanng them

The festval will also showease themed
huts representmg the hwmngstyle of a
vanety of tnbes at the hentage park
and exlubit ther indigenous products
Indigenous sports and marhal arts-
Thang Ta (a combination Spear &
oword shlls), YubrLakm (a3 game
played wnth greased
mughy), Mukna FKangjer (a game that
compbines hockey and wrestlng), and
Sagol Kange- Modem Polo (beleved
to have evolved in Mampur) wall all
form part of the festwal Besides
the state offers a lot of actiwties that

coconut-llze

one can indulge 1n while wsiting thus
testival

In addition to these venues, the Trade
8 Permanent HExhibihon
Lambakhongnangkhong  wall
serve as 4 venue for vanous stalls and

Centre at
alo

also host other culural programimes
and tounst actwmties Tlus year we are
at the tenth edition of the Maupur
Sangar Festival and Mampur Tounsm
alms to leverage thus festival to attract
increasmg number of wsitors to the
state

In recent years, we have witnessed
increasmig numbers of wsitors and at
tlus event from the tounsm busmess
fratenuty as well as travellers from
all states of Incha as well as other
countnes The tounst arnwval figures
of Mapur in the year 2016-17, was
145685 Domestc Tounst Arnvals
(DTAs) and 3,036 Foreign Tounst
Arrrvals (FTAs) In the year 201819,
we recaved 166,032 DTAs and 9,794
FTAs These figures show a 14%
inicrease approzmately in DTAs and a
222% increase in the number of FTAs
withinn three years Increased tounst
toottalls help generate income and

November, 2019 &
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have a direct positive umpact on the
state’s economy This shows that our
efforts m prometing this state have
been frwtful

Tounsm bungs pecple together, helps
undestand each other, offers motual
understanding and helps us grow as
people Through this industry, we
leam and share expenences about
chverse cultures and i1t teaches us how
much we need each other to help thus
mndustry grow In the spnt of Uty
i Diversity, let’s all uiute and celebrate
tlus year’s ecition of the festival and
I wnsh all an emjoyable celebration of

Marupur Sanga Festival 2019 Thang-ta: Manipurt Martial Art D:uhrLH}'

[ November, 2019
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DESTINATION
MANIPUR:
POTENTIAL OF
TOURISM

November, 2019

Manipur 15 a land of great tourism
potential. Testled deep withm the lush
green comerin the MNorth-Fastern part
of India, it 15 endowed wnith a green
and fertile valley, glittering lakes and the
evergreety lull ranges that environed the
ova-shaped walley With a population
of 272 lakh, the state has over 34
reco gized trbes with a badeground of
avery rich enltural hentage which offers
lige potential for the development of
tourism in the state

The immense tourism potential in
the State has remainesd unexploited
to its potential Toktak’ the biggest
freshwrater lake i the INocth-East
and Feibul Lamjac® the only floatng
Iational Fark m the world are known
wotld-wide and 15 the home of Sangai,
the rare brow-antlered deer that as
reportedly found only in these floating
islands. The Mampur Idat Sankirtana,
an art form conceived by the famous
Llanipur Fang Bhagyachandra Singh
in the 13th Century 15 recognissd by

OWNESCO as an wmtangble cultural
Hentage of Humamty

Manipur 15 a  treasure trove of
imdigenous games MManipur has HEma
Mlarket known as the worlds largest
only woman market, Polo, Shitw Lily,
and the states amazing variety of flora
and fauna whicl are rarest of the rare
i the world Mampurs handloom and
handicraft producs are umgue with
high artistic and oriental designs

In  adchbon, there ars plenty of
opportunities  particulatly for Hoo-
Village Tourism, Adventurs Tourism,
Battlefield Tourism, Urban Tourism
(Hospatality Industry).

The state also has preat potental in
Health Tourism The unique strength
of Mampur m the medical ssctor with
its huge medical professionals and ats
famous nursm g cares coupled with new
and modern  state-of-the-art medical
facilities has opened up a new honzon
in Health Tourism, espeadly from
the neighbourmyg states as well as the




neighbounng wuntry of Myanmar
The State-run RIMS, JINIMS, and
other medical faclitiss along with
private hospitals like Shiya Hospitals,
City Hospital, Advanced Hospitals,
Fay Mediaty, Sky Hospital, Imphal
Hospital, Mapakpi Child & WMatermty,
Mothercars Hospital, Hornzon
Hospital, Jeevan Hospital, ste have
created a good potential for the Stats
1 this regard.

Manipur is a land of many festivals
The Manipur Sanga Festival 2013
was organized on a large scale and at
multiple venues The Cherry Blossom
Festival at Mao was induded as part
of the Festival The age-old traditions,
culture, and hospitality of Tkhrul
District were showcased as part of the
3rd State Level Shuirui Lily Festival. The
festival which offers an eclectic blend
of mltural, tradibional achwvibies and
adventure spotts and music activities,
featured two legendary international
ock bands—FHztreme from Boston,

Mlassachusetts, S and Mazareth from
Dunfermline, Scotland

ShiFock 2019

Other Festivals like Orange Pestival,
Barak festival, Fut fzstval, Lw-INga-
i, Mera Hou Chongba, Lemon festival,
Pineapple festival, Amur Falcon festival,
etcwete celebrated with the support of

headlining

the State govarnment

For  the
wmfrastucture,

creation of tounsin

major schemes have
besn unplemented i the State under
the Ministry of Tourism, Government
of India’s Swradesh Darshan (Integrated
Tevelopment of Theme-Based Tourists

Cirenits) scheme

With improved tounsm infrastructure
and security scenario i recent years,
Toomestic Tourist Armivals inereased
by 14% m 2018-19 with 166,032 over
that i 201617 with 1,45 685 arrivals
Foragn Tounst Arnvals (FTAs) for
the year 2018-19 was 2,794 from 3,036
FTAsin 201617

MANIPUR TODAY
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CHANGING FACE OF TOURISM
AND DIAGNOSTIC HEALTHCARE
SCENARIO IN MANIPUR

ATUPUL, with her
Favourable chmate, 1ich
cultural  hentage  and

natural beauty has immense tounsm
potential However, tounsm as m
mncustry  could never aclueve its
full potential somehow Mampur
15 promoted as the gateway to
Southeast Asta wlich 15 considerecd
the preferred destination
acdventure and sports tounsm, war
tounsim, ecotounsim aid medical
tounsm.

for

Mampur receives both domestic and
foragn tounsts, and if one looks
at the trend, the arovals have been
increasmg over the past few years
When compared to the figures inthe
last clecade, there are positive signs

November, 2019

to wichecate that the tounst Aow has

mcreased Toillustrate - the number
of domestic and foragn tounsts
1 201314 swere 143,059 and 2588
respechively  Thus  increased to
1,64,485 and 3787 1in 2017-18

The mapr impeciments to the
growth of the tounsm sector have
been the unfavourable law and
order situaton in the state, lack of
infrastructhure —  accommodation
and tounst spots with amemties,
and lack of proper promohon
and martketing Before 2009, there
were very few povate-run lictels
There was only one government
mu hotel (Hotel Imphal) and some
accommumodabon  units few
tounst destinations However, these

at a

DrTh. Dhabali Singh MD
Chairman o Maraging Director,
BABINA GROUP

HOSPITALITY
AND
MEDICAL
TOURISM




The travellers arriving
in  Manipur  could
be  broadly  divided

tmto  four categories:

corporate sector/
brisiness (57%),
government  officials

(15%), NGOs (human
activists,

filmi-
makers, etc.) (7%) and

rights
fournalists,

athers like intermns,
students, researchers,
ete. (21%.).

were atherunderublised or not utihsed
at all due to ther poor condtions
or were occupied by armed forces
(Sendra Tounst Home, for instance)
On the other hand, the few prvate
hotels had very hnuted facihties and
very few rooms

Thetravellers arrrmngin Mampur could
be broadly dimded into four categones
cotporate  sector/business (574,
sovemment officals (15%), INGOs
(human nghts actimsts, journalists,
film-makers, ec) (7%) and others
Like mntems, students, researchers, etc
(21%)

The hospitaity sector in WManpur
changed signuficantly when The Classic
Hotel was opened m 2009, Tlus was
tlie first 3-star hotelin Mampur and for
the first tirme, the tounsts were assured
of reasonably good accommodation
tacltes With thus, the hotel industry
got a major boost and encouraged
other players
hospitality sector Withun a few years
of the opening of The Classic Hotel,
many aroved on the scene, which

to foray into the

played a sigmificant role nn further
bolstenng the tounst arrvals Of note
are Hotel TYaiphaba, Hetel Lanchenba,
a revamped Mirmala Hotel, Sanga
Ceonbnental, and Classic Grande Ower
and above these, the Department of
Tounsm, Govemnment of Manipur
has handed over the emtwlule state
run Hotel Imphal and Sendea Tounst
Home to the Classic Group under
public-private (FPT)
model

partnership

The total room wnwventory of all major
hotels in Imphal has now gone up to
500, with a major contobution from the
Classic Group of Hotels alone that has
a total mventory of 280 rooms

In the unotgaused sector,

MANIPUR TODAY

accommodation faalties, in particular
the “homestay” type have come up n
Imphal, Ukhmul Moreh, Tamengleng,
Churachandpur, etc These homestay
facilities are also extremely popular
among foreign tounsts and budget
travellers.

Travel agencies and tour operators are
unpottant agents to change the health
of tounsmin a place Inthat sense, they
serve as umportant nks between the
tounsts and the tounst spots. Baromga
fewtour operators such as Seven Sisters
Holdays, EB Enterprises, Khabu
Travels ete there are not many in thus
sector In adventure tour opetabon,
the Mampur Mountaineenng and
Treklung Assocaton (WMMTA) has
been doing a great serwce and 1s a
proneer 11 adventure tounsm  They
offer different adventure tour packages
and have introduced many adventure §
sports such as water rafting, hand
ghding, para ghaing, ete MMTA has
even set up a Mountameenng Institute
Other smaller tour operators have
also come up. Some of them arrange
“The Battle of Imphal Tours” where
the travellers are taken to umportant
World War IT sites Mampur Tounsm
Forum in parmership wath 2nd World
War Imphal Campagn Foundahen
have bem actively promoting war
tounsin,
umpottant avenue for attracting foreign
tounsts. The Imphal Peace Musewn
was inaugurated m June 2019 a5 m
umportant step towards thus

which 15 considersd

The number of fhights to Imphal
have increased over the past few
years. Despite the Imphal Auport
(Bir Tikendrajt Intematonal Airport)
beang upgraded to the intemational
airport status, regular operahon of
intemateonal fhights to and fro from
Manipur hasn't been launched Ingphal

November, 2019
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15 now connected with most major
cities i Incha by ar There are thres
mam road approaches to Mampur
— Dimapur Foad (from MNagaland),
Jiribam Foad (from Assam), and
Merel/Tamu road from Myanmar
TheMorth-Eastern Frontier Foalrays
will complete the construchon of the
raltoad to Imphal soon. This will be
extended nll Myanmar, which 15 a
significant development 1 ines wnth
the Act East Policy,

The Restncted Area Permut regime 15
being relaxed on a yearly basis since
2011 and the Protected Area Penmut
(FATP ) wlhich apples to foragners has been relazed
too. This step is another reason forthe increase of
toramgn tounst arnvals n the past tew years.

The Classic Group of Hotels has played a major
role in changing the face of hospitality sector m
Marupur The three heotels underthe Classic Group
of Hotels have a total roominventory of 280 room.
Fuither, the Classic Hospitalty Tranmg Insttute
have beenn traiming professionals in the hospitality
industry and sklled manpower forthe sector

Inaugurated on 9th November 2009, The Classic
Hotel 1s the fimst 3 Star category hiotel in the state
with a inventory of 55 rooms 15 the preferred
choice for most tounsts and officals wmsiing the
state With three conference halls, a mulb-ciusine
restaurant and a fast-food jant

Heotel Imphal by The Classic 15 being managed
under PPP model by The Classic Group of Hotels,
after it was given a face lift to the erstwhile state-
run, Hotel Imphal The BABINA Group has been
managing the hotel since Noveamber 2013 With
a total mventory of 55 rooms and a3 sprawhng
campus, the hotel 15 considered to be one of the
finest n Imphal and 15 ancther favounte of the
visitors Formetly known as Sendra Tounst Home,
sendra Park and Resort by the Classic 15 ancther
project under PPP model The Classic Group has
been managing its affars since December 2013
The resott now has four cottages and six delixe
rooms, & mulb-clusine restaurant and wewpomts

November, 2019

that prowmde a 360 degrees mew of the majestic
Loktak Lake

The Classic Hospitality Traming Institute 15 a
premuer hospitality tranung centre in Maumpur
The institute nns courses to tran and prepare
inchwmchials to meet the mdustry standards as well as
to ensure employability in the job market. Certified
by Mampal City & Gulds (MCG), undertheaegs of
Maupal Education (Incia) and City & Guulds (UKD,
tlie insthtute offers cerhificate and diploma courses
in hosptality operations and food preparation and
culmary arts

The Classic Grandeywith its 170 rooms 15 the latest
acddifion to the Classic Group of Hotels offenng
wotld-class service for different types of wisitors
The 4-star category hotel boasts of hawng the
largest room mventory in the entire INortheast
Classic Grande 1z equpped wnth a beautful
swimuming pool fitness centre, spa and saloon,
centre, double basement foows and
rultiple conference halls.

Ipusiness

Diagnostic Healthcare Scenario in

Manipur

The emergence of medical ciagnostics as 3
disaplne conades roughly with the establishment
of the Fegmonal Medical College (now Regonal
Institute of Medical Sciences) m the year 1972
Till then, Manipur remaned mestly insulated from
thie acvaiices in mediane and the rapid stades n




modem day diagnostic techniques elsewhere The
concept of medical diagnostes was almost non-
existent. The health service in Mamupur 15 pomanly
unnder the government sector, although there are a
tew pnwvate hospitals and nursing homes to reckon
with

MNow, the heathcare system under the State Health
Department 15 organsed o three levels, each level
supported by a referral centre — Pomary Healkth
sub-Centres (PHSCs), Pomary Health Centres
(PHCs), sad Comumunity Health Centres (CHCs)
tor pomary care, Distnct Hospitals for secondary
care and Jawaharlal MNehm Institute of Medical
saences (JINIMS) for tertiary care Besides these,
theres Femonal Insttute of MMedical Sciences
(RIMS), a centre-run hospital for tertiary modem-
clay care

It 15 encouraging to note that there are many
povate hospitals coming up to prowide modem-
day healthcare fanbties. Important ones are Shija
Hosputals, Imphal Hospital and Fesearch Centre,
Advanced Hospital and EResearch Centre, Ray
Mediaty, Jeevan Hospital (Kakclung), ete Thete
are also a few povate hospmtals in Churachandpur
chstrict

Today, laboratory 15 an important compenent 1n
healthcare and 1s wndely aclmowledged as the seat
of medicne Most cotical treatment deasions are
based on laboratory results and wnth the advent of
Information Technology and computers, people are
becomung more and more health consacus Good
quality chagnostic tests are of pnmeimportancein
effectve chsease control and recnang the burden of
mnfectous ciseases The chaice of which diagnostic
test to use will mostly depend upon the treating
chmaan’s pdoment about its appropnateness and
on the avalabiity of approved tests in laboratones
nearby

In the recent times, the absence of stnct regulatory
etvitonment has led to the mushrooming of
large number of small laboratones with limuted
faciliies The ciagnostics market in India 1s laggely
unorgaused andthis unorgamsed sector constitutes
amajor portion of the industry At present, there
are no well defined established set of cntenain
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terms of qualfication, infrastmicture or equipment
for sethng up a laboratory Of the almost 60,000
chagnostic  laboratories in the country, only
about 200 of them are accrecited The MNatonal
Accrecitation Board for Testing and Calibraton
Laboratones (INABL) 15 the sole accreditabion body
with the cntena assunng accuracy, rehiability and
conformuty of the tests results The chagnostes
landscape 15 expected to change in the coming
years with regmstration and qualty compliance
mandatory for laboratones and diagnostic centres
under the MNational Cliucal Establishment Act,
2010 At present, the absence of stnct regulations
for sethng up cdiagnoshe laboratones 15 a major
area of concemn which has the potental to hurther
accetituate the problem of the chactic and largely
unotrgarused health sector

BABINA Diagnostics, estabhshed m 1983, the
flagslup unit of the group, 12 a leading medical
chagnostics serwice prowderin the Nottheast India
BABINA Dhagnostics operates i two cifferent

locations, one st RIMS Foad, Imphal West and the S50

other at Socibam Laka, Iimphal East, wlhudi ako
serves as the maimn laboratory In termns of the range
of equupment and faclites avalable, the diagnostic
centre s the largest of its khnd m Eastem India Its
services are spread m the region through its wde
network of collechion centres and joint venture
wuts m chfferent states of the MNortheast and the
neaghbounng country of Myanmar

BABINA Diagnostics 15 accrecited by MNational
Accrecitation Board for Testing and Calibraton
Laboratones (INABL), the first medical laboratory n
theIMortheast to achieve thus rare distinction. It got
its accreditanion m 2007 The quality policy pusued
by the centre is an ongoing process and a strngent
quality assurance system has been umplemented
that fulfills the ISO 15189:2012 standarcls as per
the requurements and guudelnes of NABL

It 15 the fAmt laboratory mi the INMortheast and
amonig only a few povate laboratones In Inda
to be formally approved by the Rewsed MNational
Tuberculosis Programme RMTCP) for “Culture
DST Servicesfor the follow-up of mult-dmug
resistant TB (MDE) patents Under the scheme

November, 2019




&

MANIPUR TODAY

patients  regstered for DOTS
programumie can apply for culture and
icentfication of species testing for TB
at free of cost at BABINA Diagnostics
With the avalability of a wide range
of diagnostic faalhes ot affordable
rates, patients now need not travel to
far metropoltan aties. The flight of
capital from the state when pabents
travel to far metropoltan cties for
basic as well as lugh-end tests and
mveshgations has been recuced
because of the ready avalabilbty of a
wide range of ciagnostic fachtes at
reasonable rates

EABINA Oncology and Speaalty
Hospital 15 an ambutious project of the
group that 15 expected to sigruficantly
change the healtheare landscape m1 the
regionn. The 100-bedded hosptalis a
partnership with Amencan Oncology
Institute Spread over an area of 4
acres 11 Khabeisor near Manpur
Central Jal (Sajpwa), the hospital wnll
be manguratedin January 2020

BABINA Group (the healthcare and
thie hospitality units together) employs
nearly 1000 people andin a region with
acute unemployment problem, thus 1s
sigificant. It aims at provicing the best
healthcare and hospitality sermces It
seeks to achieve thus rmussion by stactly
adhenng to its set of core values that
charactenses the beautiful culture of
the people of the region.

The Govemnment of Manipur, on its
part, has been puslung tounsmndustry
as the key source of economic growth
i its endeavour to prowide ample job
opportiinties and owverall progress
of the state Medical tounsm 1s one
sector that BABIINA Group 15 keen at
promoting to the fullest With its tann
services i1 liealthcare and hospitality
areas, the Group has a bug role to play
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HOMESTAY TOURISM

Experience home-away-from-home and authentic rural life by the scenic Loktak lake

ounsmin Thanga, Bishnupur
District has long been a small
business aimed at casual

nature tounsts who wsited to takein
the splendour of the Loktak Lake,
the largest freslrwvater lake m MNorth
East India However, the growing
demand for “expenmental travel”,
wherein nature watclung 1s muxed
with cultural acthwmities 1s openmg up
oppottruties for local commuties,
especially  homestay  owners/
promoters.

Thanga ansing out of theshimmenng
blie waters of Loktak Lake s
located in Bishnupur Distct, a land
filled wnth stoned past, myths and
legends. Apart fromthe LoktakLake,
Moirang the land of Lord Ebudheou
Thangug, home to legendary lovers

Echamba-Thoibt and IMNA Museun,
Eabul Lamjac Mabheonal TPark
natural home of Sanga, the rare
brow-antlered deer are alo located
i the chstoct

The vuque wnllage of 2458 famules
that depends on the Loktak Lake
for thar lvelhood 1s faang many
challenges due to faling mcome due
to dwinding catch. Thanga wllage
has a population of 14,316 of wluch
7,302 are males wlule 7,014 are
females as per Population Census
2011

Leveraging their prommuty to these
tounst attrachons, homeosmers
prownde beautiful and traditional
home stays where one can feel the
real taste of the lifestyle of the

Sagoslem Snehprabha
Oinam Shyamo Singh
Maringmei Gaijinmeilu

According  to  the
Ministry of Tourism,
the Government of
India, a Homestay is
where owner/promoter
of the establishment
along with his family/
her family is physically
residing in the same
establishment and
letting out a minimum

and
SIxX-room

oHe room
MAXILm
(12 beds).
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Oinam Mur’}mi ch

people  residnng  around  the
Lake Homestay 15 a form of
hospitality where tounsts, usually
on a budget, stay at the home of
a local person for a fee

Home-away-from Home

Mapakdiao Famuly Home Stay
at the Thanga MNgaram Leaka,
15 a great base from whidh to
explore the Loktak Lake, KLINP
and cultural fabnes of the area
Omam  Mapakchao  Singh,
Iatonal Youth Aswardee, 59,
formally startedthefirsthomestay
i Mampur on 14 Bebruary 2014
under the Loktak Eco-tounsm
Development Orgamsabion
(LEDO), mtendmg to prownde
travelers a “home away from
home” to relax at the same time
expetience local culure, hustory,
food and overall hfestyle of the
region. LEDO was registered on
5th September 2013.

“Apart romimakng sure that guests
hawve access to basic servces, we go
the extra mile to make them feel at
home T atwith them, talkto them
aid austormised tharitmerary”, sad
Mapakdhao who lves there wnth
hus wafe mid two lads and often
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wir with his Howse Guest from Bl'llﬂf.l!“ Dennis Vin Poucke.

accormpaues lus guests ot for
sightseang

Maipakchao's homestay offers
simple traclitional LOOIT1S
with  attached modem tolets
sumptuous tasty local food and
invaluable msight mto wllage hfe
He also orgamise boat ndes mn
tracitional hand-rowed wooden
boats (instead of moetortboats
to reduce carbon footpnnt) to
explore the lake at the same
time expenence rural hfe of
the fshemman at phumsang
the tracibional way, trekking n
the evening to neatby Lamarel
hilkop and Chacba Clung for
panoamic viewing of 360 degree
of Loktak Lake, wsit ELTIF to
witness the only loating INatonal
Park in tlus planet and cultural
petformances for the guests
Guests can ako eplore on foot
or borrow a cycle for a lasurely
nicle on the roads

Eh Buddha Singly, 44, ad hus
Flrwairakpam  IMirmala
Dewn, 34, also mun a Homestay
with a surular approach at Ithing
sendra Clunghong, Sendra Foad,
Thanga Part IT

wife

“Tri the late 1990z T usedto i a

bed and breakfast establishment
It folded mn no time However
wath the unprovement in law
and order situshon i Thanga
and Mampur, m geneml we
S arl ICrease il Mutors eager
to explore the remon,” sad
Eh Buddha who stated the
homestay i lus ancestral home
i 2013

The simple famuly nin homestay
prowdes Wampun
Cusine which 15 tustec  and

authentic

hypetlocal hke Saibum Eromba
(fermented bamboo  shoot),
Ehapng Bora (prawm frtters)
and MNegan ( fermented fish), and
also allow thar e}wsts nsicle

- T LE DERARTI T

Khwatrakpam Nirmala received financial
assistance under the Manipur Startup
Scherne 2018-19,

the latchen to take part i1 the
cooking process

The homestay operated under
the Startup, Loktak Home Stay
and Hospitality Serwces, which
was regsteredunder the Manipur
shiops  and  Estabhshments
Act, 1972 en 18th Febrary
2019 It also recaved finanaal
assistance from the Government
of Mampur under the Mampur
startup scheme for 2018-19 to
scale up their operations.

Cultural immersion



Loktak Lake, which 15 also
known as “Micror of Mampur”,
or “Lifelne of Mampur™ has
been asscaatedwnth the Metes-
-soac-economucally, ecologeally
ancl

culturally--siice time

ummemonal

The 287 sqkm (111 sgmu)

treslvorater lake offers nch
biwodiversity  compusmg  of
around 233 speaes  aguatic

flora and 425 speaies of fauna
The cngnal habitat of Sanga,
the endangered and endemuc
subspeaes of bro-antlered deer,
15 the foatng marshy grasslands
of KINF m the southem part
of the Loktak Lake Besides the
Lakeis also the wsiting place for
around 28 species of mugratory
burds from cifferent parts of the
northemn hemusphere The lake
has been designated as awetland
of intemnatonal umporttance
under the Ramsar Convention
on 23rd march 1990,

“We design the package i1 such
a way that wistors whle staymng
as our guests, cal expenence
the day-to-day actwibes of the
host family or accompany the
fishermen as they go out to the
lake for ther catch, or leam

tracitional basket making and
weanng shll or makng fish
nets Staying at phumshangs or
taking part i local events and
festivals are also a part of culbaral
expetiences’’, saicd Mapakchao

Heomestays prowde a means
of sustanable income for the
for
the

homeoaniers. Haowever

former teacher IMirmala

benefits go beyond economic

“The homestay has gven me a
senise of empowerment as I'm
finanaally independent I left my
teaclung job after marnage But
morte than that, the homestay
gave me the agency to support
and conserve the cultural hentage
of our region,” sard IMirmala

“The Homestay provides our
famuly wnth direct employment
Before opemng the homestay, I
was self-employed and engaged
i social service and my wife
used to make fishnets Through
the homestay at least 40-50
pecple are benefiting indirectly-
--fisheomen, bostmen, vegetable
vendors, cab owmnets, handloom
and handicraft and
cultural petformers—every
month”, said Mapakchao

arfizans

Motonly fremthe economicpomt
of mew, tounsmis also prowiding
avenues for conservation of
envitonment and socal wvalues
Under lus president shup, LED O,
has provided handicrafts traning
on Water hyaanth for resicdents
of Thanga Ministry
of Tetiles, Govemment of
India  tuough  Handicrafts
Development Cooperation,
Govemnment of Manipur for a
duration of four months course

wcler

MANIPUR TODAY

A new and altemative hvelihood
for the fishing commmuuty n
the tounsm sector will i the
long min, lessen the pressure on
the lake For some like boatman
salam Khadrakpa, 71, populacly
kowm as Mama (Uncle) ses
the tounsm dove neot to make
tons of money but towards self-
sufficiency  The expenenced
beoatman  eamis  arcund  Es,
12,000~ Rs15,000 per month

The prometers of both homestay
establshments aim to open a
chan of homestays to share
the economuc benefits with the
residents of Thanga

Cost-benefit

to  wvanious
particularly 4

Homestay caters

budlzets

ancd 15

attractive to budget travelers. The =

puce band in most homestays 15
between Fs 1200 (anth meals)-
Fs1500 (menus on speacal
request) per peson per tught

Mlost homestay owners cannot
afford pad advertisements,
thus puest testimoruals, blogs,
and socal media wmdeo uploads
and worc-of-mouth  became
a marketing dove for most of

them

“T came across Mapakchao
Farmuly Heomestay m a blog So
I messaged him and liere I am
Loktak 1z simply beauhful”,
sad Denms Van Poucke from
Antwerpenl, Belgnun who opted
to stay at the homestay for lus

two-day top to Maupur
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PASSPORT SEVA KENDRA, IMPHAL

Ensuring convenient passport services in the State

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

-

I.L ﬁ__;_il;:
1_-.-..-:__ T R TR B R
STATE COMSUMER
DISPUTES REDRESSAL COMMNSS

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
PASSPORT SEVA KENDRA, IMPHAL

he Passport Seva Elendra
(PSED), Imphal at Old
HAssembly Complex,

Imphal West has been ensunng
convenient passport services to
the people in Mampur since it
officially opened on 31st March
2015 It has processed 40,000
(forty thousand) applications for
passports fromthe State so far A
passport 15 an offiaal document
issued by a  govemment,
cerhifying the holders identity
and atizenshup and entithng them
to travel uncler its protechon to
and from foreign countres

Ongnally PSE, Imphal which
opened on Znd February 2015
ran at Camp Mode untl it became

November, 2019

i Assamibly Complex, Imphad - TES004 {Manioer)

a fully functional PSK from 31st
March of tie same year having
the faality of IMormal Passport
applicanon. It was  offically
maugurated by Gen (Dr) Vijay
Fumar Singh (Retd), the then
MOS Extemal  Affairs
aid Stanste and Programme
Implementation(I/C),
Governmentof Incia The facilty
for applyng Tatkaal Passport was
started fromthe 1stweek of June
2015 One Post Office Passport
Seva Kendra(POPSK) was ako
recently opened at Post Office
Fakclung Cffice complex on 5th
BFebruary 2019 processing only

for

Mormal passpott applcanons.

BN |
Phurailatpam Maheshwar: Devi
Assistant Passport Officer

Passport Seva Kendra (PSK)

The operung of the PSEL has
brought a huge transformaton
towards the delvery of passport
the State
its opening, 1t has played
impoitant rolein prowding timely
1ssuance of passports espeaally
to sportsperson, students,
businessmen, Hay mlgnms, et

sErvices 1 From

Mow, PSE Imphal has the faabty
for issung Passports under-—-

IMNormal Passport applicaton,
Tatkaal Passport applcation,
Offimal Passport  applcabon,




Diplomatic Passpoit applcatiorn,
PCC  applecaben and GEP
applcation.

PSE. Imphal 15 also prowding
speaial  faalty for passport
apphcants--for muners, senior
cihzens, VIPs, and VVIPs, etc It
15 also hawng an ingquiry counter
forsiuding applicants.

At present, PSED Imphal has
one Assistant Passport Officer
(APQ), one Vedficahon Officer
(VO), one EResident Engneer
(IT-Inchagge) and two Customer
Serwice  Executives  (CSEs)
However, TPSE. Imphal also
has a drawback The office 1s
processing 120 spplicants per day
but the strength of the staff are
not sufficent so more staffs are
required IT equpment 15 also
not sufficent having no proper
backups o the time of falure of
the existing IT equipments

PSE. Imphal has provided good
tamlitation services to the general
publicin spreacing the swareness

of the passport apphleation
PSE. Imphal 15 recaiwing positive
feedbacks from all sections of the

people of Mampur as thereis no
need for gomg to Guwahat, the
capital of neaghbounng State of
Aszsam, for processing Passport
applcation thereby sawng hard
earned money aidtme

MANIPUR TODAY
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This lily was discovered
fy British botanist and
plant-hunter Frank
Kingdon-Ward in 1946
and later named 'Lilaom
mackliniac’ by  British
bolanist | R. Sealy in
hemour of Jean Macklin,
wife of Frank Kingdon-
Wiird.

November, 2019
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SHIRUI LILY FESTIVAL

16%-19" October, 2019
Celebrating the Flower that Grows Only in Manipur

lbormung a the top of Shunu
Hills, Shirw Lily bings in the

people of Mamipur together
wiuth its enchanting beauty and its
annual observation, Stunu Lily Festrval
Weow, w1 its 3rd edibion, the amnual
slun Luly Bestival held amud the

picturesque Sluna lull ranges, retums
o11 a grander scale this year

The annual calendar event is celebrated
to  spread awareness about the
endangered State fower Slunu Laly’
as well as to promote Ukhril distnet




as a potential tounst destnaben m
Mamupur The festival was celebrated
by the locak at the Distnct level nll
2016 when the State Govermment
i 2017 declared that the Slunu Lily
Festival would be celebrated at the
state level After the successful nn of
two prewous edibons, Slunu PFestival
2019 wwas held on 16-19 October 2019
Ukhmil Distniet Headquarter, Bakslu
Ground, Tangkhul Trbe Long (TIL)

Ground are the man event venues of

the festival

Inthefistediton of the Sluny Festival
held i 2017, 1t was celebrated for five
conbiuous days from 16-20th May In
2018, the second edition of the festival
was celebrated in 24th-23th Apnl on
a much greater scale after the grand
success of the fivst edihion

Organized by the Slunu Lily Festival
Organiziig  Comnuttee  under the
Department of Tounsm, Government
of Mampur, the festval came mto
bang as a celebraton for developmyg
sustamnable tounism in the State and
promoting the exotic state lower
Promoting Shiruwi Lily

slunw Laly, or “Lebam mackbmad”, 15 a
rare terrestnal hily, grosrn naturally only
on the Shinu Hill ranges The State
Flower of Marupuris foundonlyonthe
top of the Slunu Kashong peakin the
uppet reaches of the Shiru lull ranges
i the Ukhrnul Distnct of Manipur at an
elevation of 5,568 — 8,500 ft above sea
level The flower 15 today considered
an endangered speces.

Thuis lly was discovered by Batish

botamust  aid  plant-hunter Frank

Eangdon-Wardm 1946 and laternamed 7

Lalinm mackinza’ by Bntsh botaust |,
F. Sealy 1 honour of Jean Mackhn,
wife of Frank Fingden-Ward The
ity won the prestigious Ment Pnze
of Foyal Hotheultural Soaety at the
Chelsea Flower Show in 1948 This
shade-lowng lly blooms at its best
i May and June Shirw Lily (locally
called Elashong Timrawon) has been

the State flower of Manipur since 21st
March 1989

Musical Extravaganza

The festival whiclhh offers an eclectic
blend of culral trachbonal achmbies

Shirui Lily; State Flower of Manipur

MANIPUR TODAY

The distract ex nbabeted by
the Tawmgkhn! Trbe- the
olorfisl warrior trebe, the
Fufas and the Angamis,
The Tamgkhu! tribe are
ansidered one of the aldest
mapor trides of Manzpur,
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and adventure sports and music
actimifies, featured two legendary
intemational rock bands— MNazareth
from Dhanfermline, Scetland on the
operung mght md Extreme from
Boston, DMassachusetts, US on the
closing mght o the ShiFock 2019
sluFock the mmusical extravaganza
of lwve music performances
compettion, is also one of the iggest
highlights of the festival that attracts a
large number of people from different
comers of the State, and even fromthe
neighbonng states.

ancl

Apart from intemational acts such as
Extreme and Mazareth, Shitock-2019
also featured a rock competihon taken
part by cifferent bands from acrossthe
North East

Maupur Tounsm recoguzes the
unportance of Shinu Lily as the State
Flower of Maupur and the event 1s
a part of its efforts to develop and
urplement sustanable and responsible

tourisim w1 the State

About Ukhrul District
Ukhrl 15 the lughest lull stabon in

Tangkhul Tribe in Traditipnal Attire

Mampur It 15 located at a cistance
of about 83 hlometers to the east of
Imphal The chistnct is inhabited by the
Tangkhul Tube- the colorful warnor
tnbe the Eulis and the Angamus: The
Tangkhul tobe are considered one of
the oldest major tnbes of Mampur

Tourist Attractions in Ukhrul
Shirui Hills

The Shinw Hills, known for Shirw Lily
which grows at a height of about 8,500
ft abowe sea lewel, 15 also considered
as one of the mostinterssting treks m
Marupur

Kangkhui Lime Caves

This pre-lustonc cave 15 one of the
maor tounst attrachons of Ukl
chstnet of Maupur

Longpi Village

The Longpt Village 15 located i the
north of Ukhml town The willage
15 famous for its black pottery crafts

which arewidely used in many parts of
Marupur




oreh, the conmmeroal towm,

located at 110 km Southeast

from captal Imphal, 15 a
parackse for shopping enthusiasts Had
it not been for an official wsit, I mught
not have expenenced the chamms of
tlus last piece of land on the Indm
side of the border wnth Mymmar A
team of officals from Directorate
of Informaten & Public Relatons
(DIPR), Govemnment of Mampur
wisited Moreh, Tengoupal Distnct
on 19th October i1 connecthion with
orgatusing a shott term two weeks
media course for aspunng and worang
joumahsts there,

Woreh Towm, theintemationaltrade centex
of the state, 15 a small but fast developmg
cosmeopolitan town on the Indo-Byanmar
border in Tengoupal Distoct MMoreh
wrell connected to Imphal City by the

{\ cxlggmilamiiy Ll
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DD MYANMAR FR!EHDSHIP
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Mational Highway Mo 102 Moreh is also
Linke dup to Mandalay m Myanmar by the
Asian Highwway-1 Moreh s the only transit
point througl which esmsts the land toute
tor teace between Tndia and Myawmar and
other South East Anan countries

We starte d out early, at 5 am. as e wanted
to avoud the long quenes at vanous check
posts en route Mogeh Due to pancity of
time, as we had a 9 am meetingscheculed
wnth the pmicple of Moreh College, we
mshed headlong on Mational Highway
102 wathout stopping We tock a breather
at a check post of the strategcally
unpottant Tengnoupal Towm, where we
were mesmensed by a clondcovered
landscape  Situated 69 km away from
Imphal and mst 1 and 1/2 houts away
from Moweh Town, Tengnoupal Toum,
the Dhistnet Headquarter of the newly
created Distoct s the highest pomt above
sea level on the Indo-MMayanmar road,

Shirui Lilys State Flower of Manipur

Sagolsem Snehprabha
Manager of Publication

Moreh Town,

the international
.r.|'||'|.:|ll.' cemfer of ”l.lL'
state, 15 a :'”l'l:'.'lull

but fast developing
L'L'.ﬂ.*f.'u;l:l."f.f:.'ir town on
the Indo-Myanmuar
horder I.J'I.jf"h“l'l'lll
District.
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Breakfast at Gaby's
@ 1450m ML

entoute to Moreh wath  wintermipted

‘A stopover abowe
views to Flabaw Walley Stopowver to
stretch out, soak w1 the scenery orjust a
hot cuppa”, best descabed Gaby’s Café on
tts Facebook page.

We ordered our breakbst and took our
tune explonng and clicluing pictues wath
the backdiop of the beautful Fabaw

Valley
Perched en top of a hilltop, -th its

landscaped garden, wn-house restauzant,
and twro beauthil cottages, Gaby's Café =
a pectect weekend gateway.

Melting pot called “Moreh”

We reached Moreh College at 2.30 am.
Woteh eztablished w1 1992

became a full fleclged Government college

College,

after a Cabmet meetmpghield on 21 August
2019 smth Chief Wimister I Biren Smgh

w1 the chair

We swenttomestTie L. 5 LunzapauWVaphes,
Foneipal Meoeh College, Moreh to s cuss
the feasibiity of conductng a 15 days
shott term conse on "Impact of Socal

Ilechia®™ i Mloreh

T Lunzapau sad such a couse 8 very
much needed m MWorelh Towm <which i
like a meltmg pot of different cultures
anne ethuieities The residents of MMoreh
mehide Mleitess, Fulas, Meater Pangals,
Tamils, Punjabis, stc. wheo are mostly
tradess of cifferent capacities lmng in a
quamt confluence of cultnres

Detour to Namphalong and Tamu
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A view af Tengnoupal

While there, we chdir't miss the opportimty
to malke a short 3-hour detonr to market
towms of MNamphaeng aad Tamu i
Wyanmars Sagang regon. As soon as
we finshed our official business, wre
unumechately headed to the check post of
Mamphalong A day pass lets an Indian
cibizen explote the two madket towns on
the Myanmarside, which s home to many

Iepali and Inchan Dhaspotas.,

These passes come wath tune restnctions,
uath check posts opemng at 7 am every
mormung and closmg by 4 pm, IST
Without wasting much tme, ocur team
of four hired a local auto-pekshaw (tuls
tuly) for Fs 500 for 2 hous to sightses
around Tamu At break-neck speed we
chel a round of vanous tounst hotspots
solely telymp on our affable Myanmarese
auto dover, whom we communicated
wath a mux of sign language  and
hlettetlon. Dhach =ras lost i translatien,
as we couldi't figure out the name of the
street of monuments and only took g
the splendour of Buddhst architectures
located on the ouklarts Ancther tounst
spot that we wisited iz Thoib: Fat (Thoib
Lake), of
Wlampur as accowdhng to legend puncess
Thoibt of Marang (Mampur) once tock

refuge there

particular  importance  to

Shop tdl you drop

Moreh Town is

an exclusively
commercial town
where formal and
niformal international
trading is carried on
between India and
Myanmar through
the markets at Moreh
int India and at
Namphalong on the
Burmese side.




After teturning back fom sightseemg at Tamu, we
hacl a quick lunch at Mamphalong Bazaar Tused by
chst-cheap batgan, wlich compnses of thungs from
chirable goods, consuwmer goods to food items, -we
happily set forward to shop to our heart’s content.
At 250 pmy, afterwrappng up out shoppng we left
Woteh, to queve up with all the passenger and puvate
vehicles laden wath goods to the nearest checl post
to go home

Moreh Towm 1= an excluswvely commercial toum
whete formal and wformal intemnational trachng s
cargecl on between India and Myanmar through the
matkets at Moreh i Tncha and at Namphalong on
the Burmese sice

Wajor export items inclucde Tndian poods like
textiles, cotton yarn, cycle patts, engneenng goodk,
Lifesaving drugs, chemicals, and allie d products while
ttems wnported from Myanmar melude forest and
agrcultngal produce like timbes, betel nuts, turmene,
resy, cloy ginger ete. Scores of Moreh-bound
wehicles packed wath busmessmen and small-time
traces ply every day on the highway for a profitable

venture

Ioreh handles 99% of formal ovedand trade
between Incha and Myanmar The volume of trade
at Moreh-Tamu Border Fomt has been mcreasing
year after year The opemng of the Border Trade
along the Tamu Myanmar-bloreh (Manipur) sector
15 quute sigmificant as this swould act as an economue
bridge between mdustnally developed India and the
boommg economies of Southeast Asian countues.
Motely, today caled Indias Gatewsay to South-
Hast Asia, has immense potential of becommg a
promunent andhuge commercral hub

MANIPUR TODAY

STATE
INAUGURATES (SHORT TERM COURSE AT
MOREH COLLEGE

INSTITUTE OF JOURNALISM, DIPR

The State Institute of Journalism, DIPR inaugarated the
[5 days short term course on Tmpact of Social Media
at Moreh College, Moreh town Tengnoupal district on
dth November, 2019,

The: function-was attended by, Smit. Ng Bimola Devi,
Upa Adakshya, Imphal West as the Chief Guest, Dr. LS
.I!.'n'.'.'-.li_.':'ll.'.l I1-||'.ll,'i'|"|:'.'. rr".l'.l.'.'L.."I."l|.J Moreh -'.'[-‘.r:ll.:_'."u.. Vi red s
the Guest of Honour and Smt, SeemaSanjenbam, PRO
and Course Coordinator, DIPR, asthe president

i L LHzapau II'.H-'_|"|".‘-.'.' started that "Border areas
should be protected by education”. He strongly urged
the students to screen social media messages so that
unnecessary  misunderstandings are lessened in o«
culteral and religious melting point like Moreh, Smt. Ng

Bimola Devi stressed on nudicious wse of social medio
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VICTOR REST FARM

(A recreational Park and Homestay)

Toterist Affractions tn

Churachandar Distreet:

= Khiga Dam

* Neallo: Waterfall
* Tiparmmfeh

* Tonglon Caw

* Trebal Musenm:
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f you are loohng for a destniation
I to spend your holidays with farmuly

or any other recreational purposes,
then your nght place could be Victor
Fest Farm, located at Muoclvaipha,
Churachandpur 15 st 18km away
from Churachandpur FPolice Station
(Zero pant) aleng Churachandpur
sugnu Feoad Away from the hustle
bustle of aity hfe, the Fest Farm is an
added tounst spot of Churachandpur
that truly compliments with its natural
beauty, scemuc delight, and cultural

chversity.

Shokholen Haokip
Reporter, DIO Churachandpur

"HawngaFRest Farmto loseintonature
was the dream of our tather, Late Pu
T Pumkhokam Simte for more than a
decade who expired on 07 INowvember
2018 for the heavenly abode” recalled
the Propneor Ms Ehannngla simte
Conceptualized since 2013 under the
patronage of Late Sho T Pumbkholkam
Simte Retired EE /PHED whowas also
the main arclutect, the development
work for Victor Rest Farm mitiated
as a famuly venture whuch continues
till today The Victor Rest Farm was

finally maugurated on 17th May




2019 by Shn T Paukhanban, Hon'ble
Charma, ADC Chorachandpur
However, the up-gradabon contmues
unabated in many ways, mamnly from
the resources generated wnthin the
Famm Accordingly Swimming FPool
and Indoor Parkwere later added from
such resources and were launched on
14th August 2019 and 20th October
2019 respectively

It 15 worthwhile to mention that
Muclvapha WVillage won the award
tor Best Performing WVillage on
Developmental Work on 15th August
2010 and 1st Pnze m Village-wnse
Cleanlness Competition  under
swachhata Hi Seva —2019. Estabhshed
m 1933 by Sho  Lallenlum
Damgasm, Muoclvapha WVillage has
723 households and 4338 inhabitants
(2150 males and 2188 females) at
present The willage prowides space
for many institutes /NGOs, amongst
which commendable mentions may be
made for Muslvaphe Fural Health and
Fesearch Centre Bethesda College of
HMursing, Bethesda School of Numsmg,

swadhar, Shalom Comumuuty  Care
Centre, Integrated 50 Bedded Ayush
Hosptal (to be maugurated shortly),
Mehemai Prayer Mountan, Destitute
Children's’ Home, MMeotlhierless Babies
Home, Cammel Vemon Higher Sec
School, Gilgal Cluldren Home,
Upgraded Primary School ete

Amenities & Utilities:

The picturesque Victor Fest Farm —
located on the bank of Elga (Tutha)
nver i1 the eastemn side and Sugnu
toad on thewestem side, spread-withun
a1 acte of land- 15 nature fnendly and
15 away from the hustle and bustle of
towm life The fully grown eucalyptus
trees all around, gulmohar, ficus, ete
pronde shades and newly planted
omamental plants like penal pine
trees, patka, (-9 vanety Banana trees,
Mangolds, Hibuscus, etc beautfy the
premuses. The wide usage of local
tmber and bamboo at the farm malkes
the arclutecture wholesome and a
tracitional blend in the designs.

MANIPUR TODAY
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Guest Houses:

The farm has two guest lhiouses

iz Victors I and Wichelles Inn %

which has four single bedrooms
and two double bediooms
Some have sithng areas and/
or balconies Foom service 15
avatlable 24x7. The guest houses
havewarmly decorated rooms that
offer lugh-speed Intemet access,
fitted with LCD TV, cupboards,
sofas, room coolers and heaters,
modem lghtings, intercoms, etc
with attrachve mtenor design

It also has a Eurcpem style E

bathroom attachedin every room
Basic complmentary utilty kits
and breakfast are also prownidedto
the guests:

Meeting and Party Halls:

The wel-furmished Conference
Hall with a medem outlock can
accomumodate a maninmun of
fifty people The hinng package
inchides chais/tables, sound
systermns, projector, etc Anocther
Hall chustened as Lenlan Hall,
also having the same capacity 1s
available for the public on hire

Swimming Pool:

A swimming pool of 25x45
tt size was launched on 14th
August 2019 Itis located on the
notthem end of the farm area
with enclosure all around and
fitted with a decorative lighting
systern, separate hygenic shower
areas and unnals for both male
and female A proper dressmg
rooi and mulbple cupboards for
safe storage of belongngs forthe
visitors are reacily avalable Itis
the one favounte spot for beth
kids and adults: Complimentary
sonm shirts and pants, bfe vests,
Lifebuoys, towels, and soaps,
etc. are kept readily avalable in
abundance Visitors are allottedin
an hourly shift Boclang facilities
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are also awvalable for interested
groups and farmbes.

Indoor Park and Hall:

The old poly-house has been
modified mte an indoor park
and was opened to the publc/
wsitors recently on 20th October
2019 by the Chief/Charman
of Muolapha WVillage, Shn
Lalzachen Damgawn Thehallhas
parkareawsth swings, menkey bar,
arwalker, et forthe lads to have
fun, andsizable open lwn (carpet
grass) for recreational actmties
of the wsitors The mdoor park/
hall 15 also grven out on hire for
meetings, and functions, etc It
can accommodate around 200
petsons.

Shop and Restaurant/
Cafeteria facilities:

To cater to the basic needs and
requirements of the wsitors, a
culy regstered vanety shop under
the ADCC viz Lenlai Enterprises
has been set up watlhun the
premuises Also, a muni Cafetena
with three cabins and a restaurant
counter 15 open to the wsitors to
meet the demands of the wsitors
which prowmde fast food items,

various types of quees /shakes,
etc Lunch/Dinner faclities are
also avalale

Animal and Vegetable

farm:

With the conversion of the farm
mto a full-actwmty park, ammaland
vegetable farm areas are gracually
compromused.  However, the
farm still hosts a pgsty, clucken
scoop, duckery, turkey shed and
muslhiroom unit on the south-
eastem comer of the farm

Cleanliness and Waste
Management:

Wictor Fest Farm 15 commutted
to health and hygene through
clemlness and sanitation of all
areas a all tmes Dusthins and
Spittoons are placed at strategic
locations 1 the Faom area The
Festaurant and Cafetenahave duly
obtamned necessary license under
the BFood Safety and Standard
Authonty of Incha (FSSAT) The
tarm also subscobed to the Solid
‘Waste MManagement Programme
(SWMP) under the ADCC forits
Waste Management and cisposals

The farm has already become a
favourite spot for all sections of




people within the distnct and beyond
mamly for a recreabonal purpose and
outng Often, the Fann wibnesses
wsitors from the state Capital Imphial,
other distncts and neighbournmng State
of Mizoram etc. The in-house guests
mamly are from manland India and
MNorth-eastern States. On average, the
farm has a record of 15-20 thousand
wsitors  per month.  Started  wath
a handful of workng staff, it has
now grown up to around 20 Apart
from prowding opportuuty to the
unemployed youths, it has prowded
space for local businesses to speed
up especially for the residents of
Muotraiphat Village The farm has
created a livelihood for the residents by
way of opemung small shops, hotels ete
i1 the wearuty Without the support of
the local residents, Village Authonty,
welbwishers and wsitors the farm
would not have been a success, the
Propaoetor acknowledged
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LOKTAK FOLKLORE MUSEUM

A museum dedicated to the fishing community of Loktak Lake

Tonghram Amaryt,

the founder of Lofktak
Folklore Museson, is aiso
a poet, He has prblished
an-anthology of poeems
entetivd "Labukss
Manan” bterally
meaning "The Aroma of
the Paddy Fields”,
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usewms are oftenn descabed
asthesoulof anation andthe
backbone of human soaety

The puceless artifacts preserved in
the museums tell the mnals of human
ounhzation It edubits the tangible and
intangble hertage of humanty forthe
pupose of education sndinformation
The erstwhile kngdom of WMowang
and Loktak Lake 15 considered to be
the cultural hub of Maupur With
the rapid pace in development and
society,
tungs of the past have now become
wsigiuficant and seem to have lost
the walie it carnes espeaally among

advancement of  lwman

T —
W

Tongfram Amarjit
Founder, Lokiak Folkdore Museim

the present generation. Sometimes
it becomes an uphill task to trace the
history of some rare artefacts which
are very much related to our matenal
culture And we have lost many sudh
puceless artefacts cueto curneglgence
andignorance The rare exlubits in the
Loktak Folkore Museum which are
much related to the etlhmography of
the fshing commuty are retelling the
annals of thus particnlar island wllage
of Thangain Loktak Lake of Manipur

Loktak  Folklore  Wusewm  was
established on 16th October 2016
wnth the sole objective of preserving




the folk art and crafts, fishing tools
and equpment ad also focus on
conserving tracihonal medicines, rare
fauna, mvdflora of the ndi biociversity
of Loktak Lake the largest freshwater
lake of MNorth East Incha With the
active suppoit of my father Tongbram
Ahongao andmy siblngs, the Musewn
was established at Thanga Tongbram
Laka, Bushmupur Distnet, Mampur It
15 onie of 1ts hndin the localty, and a
puvate collection in Thanga wlich has
some rare speamens related wnth the
life and history of Thangaand Loktak
It 15 my Aom bebef that rmuseums
should be considered as an important
part of our matenal culture because
it 15 the place where things of great
sigificance related to our forebears
are kept and preserved The musewn
though m its nascent stage, hopes to
open an art gallery particularly focused
on tie myths and legends of Lolktak
Lake, Thanga and Morang Further,
it hopes to brng back the glonous
cwnlisation of Loktak Thanga, and
Morang,

Ever since its establshment, many
domestic and foragn tounsts have
been wmsitmg the musewn and it s
encouragng tonote thattounst footfall
keeps on mcreasing Loktak Folklore
Museum serves as a
of knowledze and mfoomaton to
the tounst and researchers
are attracted by the bemtclung
natural beauty of Loktak Lake The
rural setting, the clean and serene
environment provided by the bountiful
naturehas createdan altemative eanuing
avenue to the fishing commuuty by
promoting rral tounsm md eco-
tounsm In such suroundings, the
presence of a folklore museum in the
ruddle of Loktak Lakewould certainly
help in catenng mformanon of the
natural lustory and matenal culure
of the people and its tradibons and
customs of the regon to the younger
generaton and enthusiashic wsitors,

storehonse

who
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Important Museums & Art Galleries in Manipur

ot Cerfgpliss A

There are several Museums
and Art Gallenes in the state
preserving and chsplaping vanous
rehes, arhifacts, manuscapts,
archasologcal remams, lustoncal
pantings, art  pieces,
sculptures and other items of
arhstic,  culbaral,
sigificaiice belonging to  our
cultural hentage and ambzation

fine

of scientific

Manipur State Museum:

Positioned in the heart of the
city, near the lstonc Mapal
Fangeabung (Polo Ground),
the Mampur State Musewm s
defimitely the most well-known
muselun of the state  This
hluseum was maugurated by the
late Fome WMmster of India,
omt Incdira Gandu 231
September, 1969.

c11

The museum houses a number of
galleries displaping nch collechions
of histoncal relics, artifacts, <war

weapons, tracdibonal costumes,

November, 2019

jewelery, tubal ofaments,
mdigenous  agnculural
domeshe tools, mtque pieces,
etc A few collectons that are

ard

urusually impressive compnse of
golden birdwnth canopy and gold
plated human mask wnith skull
Almost all the objects n1 display
here sigrufy nch past of the state
that forms a quntessential part
of the hustory of Maupur

Kangla Museum:

Located inside thelustonc Fangla
Fort, the Eangla Museum in the
old Victonan Bulding in Maupur
serves as a space lughhghting the
culture, myths, and legends of
Maupur Italso serves as a badge
between cultures, especially when
it comes to people from outside
Waupur After the Bunsh left,
the Assam Fafles used it as a
hospital, betore fnally tummg it
mto Fangla Musewn

INA Memorial Complex:

The Indian MNateonal Army
(INA) War Museum 15 located
at Moirang town, around 45 km
from Imphal This 15 the place
where the Tu-colour Flag was
ceremomously hosted for the
first time on 14th Apuil 1944 The
INA Musewn 15 the only offical
musewn i1 Manipur decicated to
the Second World War Its focus
15 pomanly on the nse of the
INA and on the ole and actimties
of IMetap Subhash Chanda
EBose in particular Felics of war
from across Mampur dabng
back to 1944 including letters,
photographs, badges of ranks
arms and ammuntion and other
memorabilhia and arbicles

Cultural Complex, Andro:

Cultural Complex, Andro 15
located at Andro wllage in the

tootlulls of the Banuu Hill ranges,
about 26 km from Imphal City



Kungla Museun

It 15 one of the most intereshing
locations in Manipur and one
of itz lunds w1 the country Thus
cultural complex was established
i November 1995 under the
noted
cutator, witer, mumismatist, and
anthropologst Mutia Bahadur

wutiahves of ITLlsEn

This cultural complex houses
knds of incdigenous
pottenes, folk mstruments, old
stonie mscoptions ad a doll-
house wnth rephcas of wanous
tnbes settled i the state This
museuwm, wludi 15 quite different
fram

various

other conventional and
conerete musetns has thatched
bult
accordance wnth the tracihional
style of architecture Thewooden
carvings and the pantngs on
display a more msight mto the
cultural hentage as well as mythis
and legends of the people of

Marupur

huts  and  houses

Tribal Museum &
Research Centre:

Trbal Nuseum & Research
Centre 15 a povate tnbal museumn

- ______h,...j-{;'i]_l.l. H.I ?

located at Sagolband m Imiphal,
about 1 km from the heart of
the aty The centre exlubits
the umque and anbque pieces
of trachbhonal omaments and
handicrafts macle by the balhant
Artisan
workshops on wvanous crafts are
otgamzed regularly m thus centre

artisans of the tobes

Manipur State Art Gallery:

Marupur State At Gallery, Palace
Compound, Imphal, showcases
the skill and talent of the artists
besides gwing a platform to thar
expression through arts Large
numbers of art lovers wsited
the gallerty to see the array of
pantngs, drawings, sauilptures
chisplayed.  All  award-wninning
artworks were among the cisplay

RECS Art Gallery:

Established as an art stucho under
the title of The RECS, Clutralaya
in 1947, EECS Art Gallery was
officaly magurated as a full
fledged gallery on 5th May 2005
The gallery displays a number
of lustoncal pantings of the

MANIPUR TODAY

late rencwmed artist, Fajlunar
Chandrajtsana Smgh populatly
kneram as RICCE

A Dbome-artist with  creahwaty
gemus, Rajkumar Chandrajitsana
singh populatly nown as FECS,
a doyen ameong the local painters
15 known for lus remarkable
umaginanve portrayal o lus
pantings thathas been patromzed
by connosseurs outsice the state

as well,

FELCS holds the national record
tor the largest exlubit by a single
artist forlus “Histoneal Paintings
Exhibibon at Imphal” in 1990,
which <was mncluded mn the
LIMCA BOOK OF RECORDS,
1994
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TAMENGLONG DISTRICT

Discover your adventurous side

he diverse topography of

Tamenglonga mux of dense

tropical
roling lulls, wnld novers, caves
lakes and walley makes it a choce
destination for an adventurous top

forest, wwaterfalls,

Located along the westem boundary
of the state, Tamenglong Distnct 1s a
haven for nature lovers and wnldhfe
enthusiasts The regon 1s home to
a vanety of exchc orcluds, dense
untouched forests and ndi wnldhfe
arrnd the thick forests.

Tamenglengis also called the land of
homialls, where speaies of homball
ke the Greatpied homhall,
homixull and Indian pred homhll are

tound Migratory birds hke Armmr
Falecon and other wmsit this regeon

SN
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every year i1 huge numbers, probably
i mullens. Vanous
bamboo are also grown n plenty on
the lulls of tlus distnet The hilltops
and wvalley sites of the distnct are
dotted with small hamlets whidi are
wthabited by majonty Zelangrong

commuiuty along wath other ethmuc
Sroups.

species  of

A teamn of officals from Directorate
of Information and Publc Relations
(DIPE), Government of Maupur
compnsing the author,
Oinam, Assistant Video-Cameraman,
Anthony Gangme, FReporter, and
Omam  Dleepak,  Photographer,
traversed the length and breacth of
the cistnet for three days, from 9th-

Ibomacha

Thomacha Cinam,
Assistant Video-Cameraman

A Three Days adven-
ture trip to Piuluang/
Bunning,
(Khou-pong-lang)
Waterfall Cave
Chivluan  Village in
Tamenglong  District,
Manipur.

Farmland

and




11th October, 2019, We reached
Tamengleng Town, after a six
hour dove covenng 160 km from
capital Imphal on 9th October
The team opted for a home-stay
accommocdation to have a better

cultural exchange and expenence [

authentic hfe of the regon

Piuluang /Bunning
Meadow

On the second day, 10th October,
we started out arcund 06 00 am
after pattalang of a sumptuous

breakfast prowded by our :

gracious host The adventurous
tup was guded by the locals
of the wmllage The fist place
wisited by the teamwas Fiuluang,/
Bunmng wllage which 15 under
Tamer Sub-ciwmsion It 15 located
at 30 km from man town and
has a populsthon of around 450
compusing of 57 households
The man charactenstic of tlus
village 15 its beauttful valley The
Puluang/Buming  Meadow 15
matked by a number of well
groomed uneven small mounds
as well as numerous streams
According to our local gude, the
scenic valley 15 a virgn landscape

that has not expenence much |

human intervention so fac

The walley locally known as
Pialuang has the potentialto be a
tounst spot for adventure lovers
whowant to explore the wildness
of nature A trek through thus
picture-perfect valley 15 a Lhfstume
expetience that can be treasured
A rmuast wist wlule you are in
the area iz Bunmng Wildhfe
Sanctuary, a proposed protected
area located at an elevation of

MANIPUR TODAY

November, 2019




MANIPUR TODAY

786m above sea level Part of the
BaralFange the Sanctuaryis adelight
for nature lovers as cifferent wnldhfe
ke Hombull Black Meonkey and rare
flom inchiding ground orcluds and
Likes fwhich blooms in early summer)
and medianal plnts found in the by
wildhere

Anothermust seeis thewaterfalls that |
meets a the Agaln nver, that starts
from the Bunmng Valley The sight
of the three waterfalls, collechively
called the Agak Waterfalls®, that falls |
side-by-sicle, from one peak s worth
expetienang It 15 indesd nature’s
marvelous creation on earth.

If one 15 willing, hke we did to
rough up in the harsh terrain which
lacked albweather roads, the wanm
hospitality from the locals, made it
adventure of a hfstime

Chiuluan Village

On 1lth October, 2019, we started -
in early moming for Cluuluan wllage
which 15 located i the Tamenglong
Towmn itself A must see in the willage
1s a aitadel/fort, alustonc sitethat has
nuns of the frontier walls that were
meatit for defencing the wllage frem
outside invasion or attacks It has
rock fenangs wlich 15 locally called
Fangaeng/Faengean (border walls)
It 1z believed that the ongn of the
Chiuluan wllage dates back to the
650 AD, making it a place that needs The local meaning of Khoupang lang is “surprise chff’ (Ehou-
to be conserved as an important chff and panglang-surpnse) It is appromumately, 100t lugh and
archeological site of Manipur to the wuqueness of this waterfall i1s that there are caves belund the
undestand early human settlers in waterfalls at the chiffs The wiew of the cave valed by the waterfall
the state 15 a marvelous experience that will last for a lifetime

Farmland Cave and Waterfall

Last on our itinerary was to wsit
the Farmland cave and wwatectall,
populatly meoem a5 Eliou-panglang
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4 “WAR TOURISM IN MANTPUR”‘*

ANIMPHAL (jt"\llr';'tlt NFEOUNDATION'S. P]:R‘?PE('THf Bvatyr &

‘What do you find when you get there’
You'll find a little Paradise on Earth’
E.M. Somerville

ar has been a part and parcel
of the human awlizabon
The first war in recorded

history took place m Mesopetarmua m
2700 BCE between Sumer and Elam,
There must be no place on earth which
had not suffered the brnunt of war m
one way ot the other The modem
world, besides the many ctherwars had
seen two Great wars wludi engulfed
the whole world mto its gnp. It has
been atendency of the human race to
preserve the remams of sudh conflicts,
some to remind them of their wictory,
some thar defeats but mostly in order
to remind them of the terror and the
destruction caused by such conflicts
and to act as deterrence

The then prncely State of Marupurhad
its oo share of conflicts, ather the

wectory over Ava nl749 or the defeat
of 1819-1526 (chalu taret Ehuntakpa)

Or the Anglo Mamupun War of 1891

All conflicts have its effects varying
only m degress. Mampur also have
been part of the second Great War Cn
10th of May 1942, Marupur was thrown
mto the abyssal of the Great War Ttwas
on ths fateful day the people of Imphal
vallsy withessed the first bombimng by the
Japanese ar force Amud the deafering
sounds of the sirens Japanese Aur force
Planes bombarded the Bazaar and the
cantotument areas According to the
Botsh records 84 MMaupun awhans
were hlled and as many were mjured
Ancther one infamous madat of
craban casuaky was the bombimg of
Flura Clungangbam Leika Mandop in
1943,

faseph Longjam

Transiator; Man iparri

The then  princely
State  of Manipur
had its own share
of conflicts, either

the victory over Ava
in1749 or the defeat of
1819-1826(chahi taret

khuntakpa) or

the

Anglo Mamnipuri War

of 1891.
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Dumng the four month long
battles  fought between the
Alhed forces and the Japanese
army, tmore than two lalis
army personnel from different
countues roamed i and around
the Ingphal Valley Around thurty
thousand Japanese soldiers died
inthebattle field or cueto cisease
orstarvahion andthousands more
wete injured where as the Alhed
torces’ lost of life were estmated
at sizteen (10) thousand

Though the battles fought i and
around Imphal and Foluma led
to the ulimate on land wctory
of the Allied forces over the
Japanese, it remains anonymous
and almest forgotten that even
some lustorian termed it as the
Forgotten Army

The 2nd World War Imphal
Campagn Foundation anenprofit
and woluntary organization of
young and dynamuc, group of
youths wnth Yunmmam Fajeshrwor
singh as the man researcher
started  dommg  researdh  on
these very important but rmudh
forgotten events that took place
in ther own back yard With an
aum to keep the lustory abve and
findits different perspectives and
also 1ts prospects, potential and
its relevance to today’s Mampur

The simple research actvities of
the orgamzabon took a major
tum in the year 2014, on the 70th
Anmversary of the Battle of
Imphal With the declarabon of
the battles of Imphal and Eeluma
as the greatest battles ever fought
by theB ntish Empire; in acontest
conducted by the Bntish National
Army Museum, in 2013 and 2014
bangthe 70th anmversary of the
battle of Imphal

Znd World WarImphal Campaign
Foundation (ICF) orgamzed the
Commemporation of the 70th
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Reconciliation in Imphal. Kawaminrea Yasuhiza, Japanese minister diicf

af mission, Embassy of lapan with De Hugo Stien, grandson of General Slim.

Anmmiversary of the "“Battle of
Irmphal”, in collabomaton wnth
Maupur tounsm fonun under
the aegs of the depariment
of tounsm Govemnment of
Maupur Tlus event can be
marked as the tummng poumt or
the begnmng of War Tounsm
m the real sensen the lustory of
Mamipur In tlus three months
long commemoration, for the
first time 1n Mampur, more than
200 foreign delegates and tounsts
converged 1 the Imphal wvalley
to o the conunemoration
It ako saw the Embassy and
luigh commussioners of vanous
countnes of the two warnng
groups shanng the same das.

These events inatked the
wubation of Imphal Campaisn
Foundahons involvement
the TPeace and Feconalathen
amongst  the once swom
enarmues. Ewver since, Imphal,
through the different actimties
of Imphal Campaign Foundation
have been one of the epicenters
tor the reconaliahon proeess
a1d have seenn many occasionls
whete people from the two sides
not only share the das but also

rasing a toss of fnendshp

On many occasions, Imphal ako
wntnesses the Japanese offical
laping a wreath at the Bntsh
war cemetery and official of the
Allled countries offenng floral
tabutes mside the Japanese Peace
memonals in Imphal

ICF haz been wothng m
collaboration with many local
and imntemational orgamzations
and people on wvanous i1ssues
related to research on events
of WW II and its relevance n
today's Mampur

Few Aclhievements of ICF worth
mentomig is the identificabion
of all the five cifferent battle
sites where five Victona Cross
(Equuwvalent to Param Vir Chakra)
were awarded One of themis the
Fanaway Hill, a very important
battle site where Jermnandar Abdul
Hahz, the At Indian Wuslhm
who was awarded Victona Cross
fought his famous battle Others
are the Water puckets, Mortarbuff
and Mingthoukheng Amengst
the many battle and related sites
identfied by the orgamzabon,
two sites stand out, fAst the
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Harva Khanga where the first
battle on Inchan soul was fought.
Second one 15 the idenbfication
of the crash site of General Orde
Wingate's plane near Thinlon n
Tamenglong cistnct

Imphal War Musewn 1z one
more uubabve of  Imphal
Campagn Foundaton (ICEF) It
was inaugurated by Chastopher
Johnson, a Batish war lustonan
and son of a Kanglatonghs war
veteran, who is also a patron
of ICE Since its estabhshment
i 2014, tus musewm has been
a major attrachon for the war
tounsts, war lustonans, stucents
and research scholars etc.

Imphal Campagn Foundation's
Actimties includes excavation of
vanous battlefields aspartof thar
tesearch Some unportant sites
excavated by ICF includes battle
sites of MNungshigum, Motbung,
Flameng lulls, Old Sildiar track,
Lamaton, Lamdang, DMaclu,
Pallel, Funsway Hill, Pidomu,
Lamla, Terbung, Tengnoupal,
The Keep at Hangang, Fed Hill,
Picket at Fanglatonghn and the
most importantly the battle site
of Mittong Fhunouwhere IINA

. ESan Lo Wt .
Memibers of 1CF after indemnification and excavation of Runavway fill

s

fought a fierce battle aganst the
Buhsh etc It may be mention
that all the items recovered
ciunng these excavahons are

bang displayed that the Inphal
War Musewn

Imphal Campagn Talks s
another wutative of the ICE
It was mutated to prowmde a
mudi needed platform to create
gwareness about the wvanous
1ssues and prospects particularly
about the wanous inadents
related to the Second World War
i relabon to Mampur It s not
brmted to 2nd World War but
also subiject to 1ssues related to
the present scenano of Maupur
One of the main objectives of
tlus talks 15 to bang commuuty
engagement program and to
buuld up different perspective of
the battle tought around Imphal
And also tnes to indentfy
potentials nithe Statein terms of
brnging a world market whid 1s
very much wable wath the ever
changing geoc-political dynarmcs

Till now the ICF has conducted
senies of talks Some of the
episodes are worth mentionuing
War Tounsm potentrals 1 the
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statewas one of thetopes Itwas
a1 eye operung for the aucdience
as 1t explores many avenues for
further research and expanding
of tounsm industnes in the state

War Stones ad Medium of
Cinemna was the dehberabon of
the third edition. fAsward winmng
Japanese actor and film maker
Jumcly Fapoka and Bellywood
actor procucer Sanjeev
Wirmam and many famous film
peronahties of the state tock
patt it the deliberanon

Another episode worth
mentomng was on the theme
"Peace  and  Reconciliation,

Meeting of the munds desigming
the forward”, where Oluyama
Femicly, Ex-Deputy Mayor of
Shonai town, Japan, Terence
O'Hallarenn, curator of  3lst
squadron  Foyal fur Foree
Chnstopher  Jolmnseon, :
historian, Akiko Macdonald, '\
Charperson Burma Campagn
socety, London deliberated on
the topic and many foragn and
local delegates parhicipated

The bLst of the actiwtes of
ICF which plays a pivotal role
m promehen of War Tounsm
m Maupur 15 so wvast that ats
not possible to fit in few pages
but the about are few of the
lughlights of itz actiwmties.

War Tounsm as an mcustoy 15 m
1ts nascent state in Mampur The
momentum to boost battlefield
tounsm has alreacdy started but
it 15 4 long and hard way ahead
There are a few things we need to
take care of Fust of all, we need
to create swareness to the people
of Mampur of these events
aid its importance | Secondly,
to take steps to preserve these
battlefield sites, 1ts Bunkers,
trenches, dig outs and all the
other things related to the war
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IMPHAL PEACE MUSEUM, NAMBOL
Trace World War II History Here

Imphal Peace Museum located at Maibam Lotpa Ching, Nambol 20 kms southwest of Imphal,
the capital of the Manipur was opened on 22 nd June 2019. It is a 6,500 sq ft gallery which
houses WWIl archaeological finds. This thematic museum which consists of three sections gives
a glimpse into the past right from World War II (March-July 1944) to the present Manipur. The
first section displays a timeline of the Battle of Imphal, along with names of casualties in the
war, It also features names of the local people of Manipur who joined the Indian National Army.
Relics and Artifacts of the war such as artillery shells and other items, valuable personal notes,
photographs, besides a map of the battle of Imphal, etc. forms an important part of the display.
The second section depicts the post-war scenarios in Manipur highlighting the impact of war
and the recovery process. Displays such as antique television sets, photographs, cameras, etc. are
part of this section highlighting the entry of the modern era into Manipur as a consequence of
the Second World War, The third section displays the arts and cultural life of Manipur through
photographs, audio-visual features, and still models. The middle part of the building is kept as a
large hall to accommodate possible program and special museum displays to be curated in the
future.
Along the wall of this large hall are pictures of people from different communities in the state in
their native dress. A framed calligraphy by the Prime Minister Abe Shinzo of Japan with the word
‘Peace’ or "Heiwa' in Japanese which is an unfaltering hope for a peaceful future is also the main
@ attraction of the museum. This museum built adjacent to India Peace Memorial, Maibam Lotpa
Ching was constructed with the funding from Nippon Foundation, Japan and was also awarded
India’s Best Design Award 2019 in September 2019, India’s Best Design Award is first ever Global
Dresign award from India, hosted by Indian POOL.

These can be plesenfed and sérve
as a Living Musmm wh;ﬂ;h;ﬁlﬁs
as the testmony of 'Eh;e Fdﬁ;;im
conciions of that tume Markne
and malng it protected areas, raf the
important battlefield site, wi bea
good way to start Irrmgtﬂh having a
proper memonal at the crash site of
General Orde Wingate, evenn of 1/10 %
of tus more a mullion followers wmat
every yeat to pay homage or ust to
see the place If propetly nurtured S
it can be ancther feather in the cap’ s
for tounsm i Marupur, whidy has
alreacly been endowed with so much
natural beauties Its lugh tume the
people of Mampur realize its oum
potentials and take 3 hint of the
opportunities lying ahead
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AMASTE INDIA

T e

| &

n the inwtation of My Tokio

Hasegawa,  Representahve

of PO Scaety to Promote
Indo-Japan Cultaral Felatons,
Nugata, Japan and Director, NMitlula
Museum, Tokamacly, Migata, a 15
member Marupun Cultural Team led
by Shn L Jayantakumar Singh, the
Hon'ble Mimster (At & Culure),
Government of MManipur had travelled
to ditferent aties (Prefecture) of Japan
to participate at the MNamaste India,
an annual event held with an aim to
promote and showcease nch cultural
hentage of Incham Japan. T'lus yearthe
event was held o Yoyom Park, Tokyo
on 28th — 2%th September 2019 and at
Elanya City on 6th Cctober 2019, and
focused on Mampur

shn Bobby Wakhom, Comumussioner
(Art & Culre), Govemment of

T

Mampur flagged off the cultural
teamn on 25th September 2019 ot
Govemment Dance College and the
teamn left Imphal Airport by Indgo
Aurlines 1in the aftemoon for Kolkata
and then to Wanta Aiport (Tokyo) wa
Bangkok by Tha Auways

The cultral team compused Sho L
Tayantakumar Smgh, Hen'ble Minister
(At & Culture), Shn A Sluvadas
Sharma, DMCS, Director (At &
Culture), Shn G Dharmadas Sharma,
Deputy Director (Programime), and
the performuing team of Govemment
Dance College compnsmng Shn &
Loken Shamma,  Semwor  Lecturer
{Pung), shon L Brajalumar Singh,
semmor  Lecturer (Flute) with  the
students - Shn L. Someorpt Smgh, Sho
E Somorpt Smgh, Sho Sh Abung
Sharma, Sho Bikash Motum, Smt O

\
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FESTIVAL IN JAPAN

A Shivadas Sharima, MCS
Director (Art e Culfure)
Govermment of Manipur

Thes year the event nas
hedd at Yoo Fark, Tofw
o 28th— 29th September
2012 and at Kariya Gy
on 6th October 2019, and
foauwed on Mangar,
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Angella Diewt, Ms H Indu Dewn, MMs
L Bandana Dewn, Ms Soma Angom,
W I Jasika, and Smt Binapau Dewn
Fongbralatpam as Coordinator

shn L. Jayantalunar Singh graced the
man event of NAMASTE INDIA at
Yoyog Park, Tokyo on 28th September
2019 as the Special Guest Shn Sanjay
Fumar, Ambassador of Indiam Japan
was also present in the event

The students teachers of
Government Dance College presented
a ghmpse of Kangles Haraoba ntuals,
Thougal Jagot, Elabw Jagot, Thang-Ta,
Pung Cholom, Vasant Raas, Maupur
satha Eshe (Folk based composition),
Pung & Flute Duet, MNata Esha etc
The peformances recaved wide
acclamation from many art lovers and
thousands of auchences

and

Performances were held & Yoyog
Park, Tokyo on 2829 September,
Eclugo Tuman Cultural Hall, Nugata
on  Znd October, MNMugata Shimmn
Plaza on 3rd October, Sanjo Betsium
Temple, Nugata on 4th October,
a Tokyo for Duga Puja on 5th
Odober, Kanya City on 6th October,
Fyukoly Unversity Avanh  Eyoto

Hall organized by Consul General of
Incha on Tth October, Nakasato Public
Hall, Tsuruga City on 9th October and
at Jato Harmony Hall, Higasluosaka
City Cultural Creanon Hall, Osaka
organized by Consul Genieral of India
on1 10th October 2019,

On 26th September, the team was
tecaved by Mt Tokio Hasegawa
himself st the arport and was taken
to the speaally arranged mmucrobus
loaded wnth daly necessihies like water
and tissue papers and other matenals
such as sleeping bags, coolowrares, and
grocenes, heading for Fuonp temple
accommodation, Gunma Fen wlich
was about 2 howrs dove from INanta
Aurport. The team stayed at the Euonp
temple for the first 6 mghts

Mr Sanjay Fumar, His Excellency, the

Ambassador of India to Japan hosted
a dinner in honour of the Mampun
cultural team led by Hon'ble Mimister
(Culure) onn 1st October at  lus
residence m Tokyo Dunng the dinner,
Hen'ble Bluuster and Dhirector (Att
& Culture) had wvaluable discussions
with the Ambassader about explonng
some projects that can be jontly
taken up with Japan The same day
m the monung, Mr Hasegawa took
us to Tokye Sky Tree (a tower about
500 metres haght from ground level)
from where the whole aty of Tokyo 1s
wistble Seaingit from aheaght of about
400 metres was a moment of thnling
and excitement. Then wewere taken to
Salt & Tobacco Museum in Tokye

On 2nd October, the team left
Gunma Fen for Nugata Prefecture
where accomimodaton was made at
Eiyotayama lodge 1 Tolamacly m
a hilltep Our team dispersed in five
small huts but each hawing all facilties
of attached bathiroom, ktchen and




drawing room i1 Japanese trachtional
style On 5th October, we slufted to
suhara Lodge in Kanya Gity tull 10th
October except one night at Tsumiga
aty en 9th October

After the last performance at Osaka
on 10th October, the team left Japan
from Nagoya Intemational Avrport for
Eolkata wa Bangkolk and our team
reached Implial en 12th October 2019
by Indigo Auhnes

Unlike other foreign tours macle by this
Diepartment in the past where artistes
are put up i ametropolitan hotel with
reacly to eat food a very interesting
expetience 11 this Japan tour was that
we wete housed 1 a country-sice
lodge, hut, temple ete, all far from
noise of oty life, to muingle with nature
and 1ts beauty We had cooked our
meal ourselves, bought wegetables
anc other eatables from the market
ourselves, prepared breakfast, luncly,
cdinner and cleaned the used stuff
ourselves. In one sense, it was a very
homely atmosphere Yet, sometimes
leng-chistance travel for about 3 / 4
hours on the day of performance
from place of stay to venue made the
artistes tired and exhausted Had the
place of accommeodation and venue of
performance been closer, our arhistes
might have got sufficent time for
recreation and rest Arud all, we were
taken to Golden Temple in MNara City,
Eycto, Big Budha Temple in Osaka,
Sea Beach in Tsuraga etc Despite all
these, it was a memorable experience
to bear in lieart and soul of every
member

Japan, words fal to descnbe indeed,
the umformity and standard of Lifestyle
and the soctety are urnque The faality
and setup were the same in every patt
of the country wrespechive of distance

MANIPUR TODAY

Super Higlrway /
Expressway are comnechng networks
of the aties Clean enwironment and
technology keep the country apart

of the
world Cleanliness and mantenance

or  remoteness

from the other countnes
15 a wuque culture of Japan that every
bourist /visitor can bring back home as
alessen

Ourtupwas a successful beginmung of
the effort made by the Department of
Art & Culure to establish a long term
cultiiral exchange with Japan.

The Department of Art & Culure
expresses since gratitudeto the Hon'ble
Chief Mhmster, Chuef Secretary &
members of Bonafide Foraign Travel
Comumttes, Departrnent,
Government of Maupur and Mimstry
of Extemal Affars, Govemnment of
India for gving the opportunity and to
everyone who extended wvaluable help
to make the wst 3 grand success

Finance
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WELCOMING GUESTS

nce agam, Amur Faleons
the
State to roost and to

have arnved in
captivate the imagmations of the
people and wnldhife enthusiasts
and experts alike Last year, the
falcons had mesmensed everyone
with ther epic joumey to the
countnes of Afncan continent,
astonushing everyone with thar

marathon fight.

The Amur Falcons nugrating
trom Sibena, wluch 15 locally
own as Akhuapuma’ roost
m1 the Tamenglong cistnet for a
menth and feed on the termutes
that are found abundantly in the
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SRG SEPELLA.

distnict Towelcome the mugratory
burds, steps were taken in advance
tlus tme as last year A senes
of awareness campaigns were
held by the Tamenglong Forest
Dimsion and Fanforest Club in
every willage of the distnct and
an order was 1ssued to deposit
airginis by the Tamenglong
D eputy Cormrrussioner

To tag the satellte
transtutter on the Amur Falcons,
a team of Tamenplong Forest
Dimsion and experts from
the Wildlife Institute of Incha
(WII), Delirachnn was camping
i1 Puching wllage in the distnet

racho

Te;rshi..:bu.m }Emnm
Reparter, DIFR

since 21st October 2019 Tlus
time, the WII team compnsed
expetts from India alene

After several attempts
canopy rmustnet on 30th October
2019, the team caught three birds,
out of which twowere fit for GPS
racho satellte transnutter tagong
On the next day, on 31st October
2019, two of the fittest birds were
taggedwith GPS transmutters and
released in the early momung at
the Puclung wllage in presence of
the team of Tamenglong Forest
Diwsion, experts of WII and
Puching Village Authonty

wwith




The twe Amur Falcon burds
are named Tucling’, weaghing
195 grams ad Trang’, wagung
155 grams Puclung, premously
kmown as Khebuching 15 the
village where Amur Faleon named
Manipur’ was shot dead last year
by some muscreants: Irang, s the
tverwhich flows nearthe Pudung
willage Itis alustonc moment for
the Puching wllage, as once upon
a tme famous as the hunting
grounid of the birds lhias been
transformed mto the danang
ground for the conservation of
the Armur Falcons.

On 3lst October 2019, the
team captured another 21 Amur
Falcons using the canopy mistnet
5o that another Hiree birds can be
taggedwith GPS transmitters On
the next day en lst MNovember
2019, thiree birds named Barak’

- weaghmg 185 grams, Thalong’ -
weiglung 170 grams and ‘Clualen’
- waghing 150 grams were
released after taggng wnth the
GPS transnutters.

‘Chulen’, started 1tz mugrabion
joumey to  Afneca on 12th
November 2019 mahng a first
pit stop i1 Topura, covenng a
chstance of 1200 km The location
was traced 20 km off the coast
of Chilika lagoon in Odisha As
per the data recawved on 17th
November 2019, ‘Chwlon’ then
left the westem coast of India
along the Goa Eamataka border
covenng 750 km over the Arabian
Sea and 1t was flypng non-stop
covenng a cdistance of 3,000
km The route taken by the bird
15 similar to the other falcons
tracked prewously DMearrwhile,
other birds are sull i Mampur
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and have been transmutting data

Last year, two Armur Falcons
—Tamenglong’ and Wlampuy
were satelite radio tagged on
MNovember 4, 2018, but MMampur’
was hunted four days later m
Febuching area ‘Tamengleng
starhing its joumey on Movember
0. reached Somalia after a non-
stop flight of five days covenng
5700 km  Unfortunately, the
contactwith the falcon was lostn
Zambia on December 14, 2018

The Amur Falcons
large numnbers dunng Cctober n
Manpur and INagaland besicles

artve i1

tew places m the North-East
states of Incha They leave the
region after hanng enough stock/
food for their non-stop marathon
flight to Afneca
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Expert team of WII:

Dr Suresh Fiwnar led a four
member team in racio tagging
the Ammur Faleon for the second
year i Tamenglong cdistact,
Mamupur The tean members
WMamsh Mamck, "WII alumm,
freelance photographer, Rajaram
Wasunderan, WII alumr,
Amarjeet Faur, PhD  student,
and Alex Jacob, research student
accompaued the scentist thus

hime

Interacing -wnth the DIFR
reporter, Dr Suresh Fumar sad
hewas praying that the burds keep
on gwving dataandthe programme
15 a huge success. He sad Amur
talcons can surpnise quite a
bit wluch are on
mugration to Afnca On thar

soutlibound

rmugration joumey, the lurds wall
fly through Guyarat, cross the
of  Maharashtra/Goa,
make the oceamic cossing of the

states

Arabian Sea on the joumey wiuch
lasts more than 5 days Once they
reach Somala then the flight s
gracual, hie added

Heinformed that as a preparatory
exerase, the Tamenglong Forest
Dept and Ranforest Club were
mvolved m a lot of awareness
campaigns before thar arnval in
the distnct The team janedthem
i sensihssbion programmes in
the Chuilon and Puching wllage,
meeting the wullage headman,
elders, and the local people

Statng that it 1s heartenung to
know that now the wllagers
are loohng at the conservation
effort of Amur PFaleons in oa
cifferent way unhke what they
were seen befors, he sad the

November, 2019

villagers are almost lookng at the
conservahon of the birds hke the
way the biclogsts or saentist are
looking at the bird

He sad the people are wvery
sincere about what they are
sayung winch 15 something whidh
15 unimagnable thing happeung
i1 Tamenglong distnct He sad
he sometimes wonder how 1t 15
possible that how people who
were once hunting these bircs are
taking conservation so senously
Thus 15 somethingwihuch does not
happen normally, he wondered

stating that he also watnessed the
people submuthing their airpuns to
the authonty after a1 orcerissued
by tie DC as preparshon for
Armur Falcon season, he sad a lot
of positive efforts have been put
by all the stakeholders. He saidthe
events in the distnct have paved a
way for long term conservation
of Amur Faleons in the State

5th Amur Falcon Festival:

Forest and Enwronment Minister
Thounaojam Shyamkumar kclked
oft the 5th edition of the Amur
at the Umty
Stachum 1 Tamenglong distnct
were held on 4th November 2019
The festival was orgamsed under
the aegis of Tamenglong Forest
Diasion, the Famnforest Club
Tamenglong, and Tamenglong
Baptist Church amudst fanfare

Whrster Shyamloumar lauded the
willagers for thar suppoit m the
conservaton of the Amur Falcons
and sad the bird has put the
Tamenglong distnet on the global
map The Forest department 1s
sending a proposal to the Centre

Falcon  testival

to seek arcund Rs 30 crore as
finanmal assistance so that the
fund can be uthsed for vanous
cdevelopmental programmes
lull distnets, he said

i

Various culural ittems enthralled
the auclience of the festival The
dances presented by Puchung
dance troupe, FEhoupiiuang
daece troupe and Chabagm
dance troupe left the mdience
spelbound  -wnth
presentation.

their danice

Need for Hornbill
Conservation:

Forest and Ermronment Miuster
Th Shyamkumnar assured the
pecple of Tamenglong that he
wnll consult wnth the Heon'ble
Chiet Mhmster M. Biren Smgh
regarcing the conservation of the
hombill bird

He
after

the  assurance
Armstrong  Pame, DC,
Tamenglong pointed out that
the hombill bird is found in the
Faeigkikilong wllage, under
Tousem subcimsion, Tamenglong
cistnict Armstrong in lus speech
dunng the 5th Amur Falcon
testival appealed to the Mimster
that the State should start the
conservathion of the burd

mmacle

Armstrong Pame also announced
that 500 hectares of landhavebeen
declared as cormmuuuty forest m
the Tamenglong chstuet and other
villages hiave been convmced to
come forward together for sethng
up mote commulity vllages.
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KNOW YOUR STATE

Helicopter Ride for School Children

be on air and explore from

above Mot every chuld fulfills
tlus dream and this 15 more of
a truth for students studying in
Govemment Schools Manpur
15 not an exception The idea
of flymmg in a Helicopter and
explonng the Staten a wuqueway
15 coupled wnth the objective of
allowing children to undemstand
tlie statein a betterway by way of
organizing a compehtion called
"Enow Your State”

It 15 always a duld's dream to

At the moment the initiabve
covers students of Government
ochools stucdymg m Classes 4 -
8 Zone wise compehhons were
held on the broad theme TN OW
TOUF. STATE’ in all the 17

(Seventeen) Educational Zones
Compettions were held to help
students explore and understand
the State better by way of quuz or
extempore speech or storyteling
of other comumuuuhes, etc

The am of the “Helicopter Ricle”
15 to provide a rare opportunty
to the students of Govemment
Schools under the Department
of Education (Schools), Mamipur
to explore and undemstand the
beaut fullands cape and landmarks
of the Statein a unuqueway. Tlis
wnique nele will indeed metivate
our young students
harder and dream big

to work

The compentions were based
onn matters related to Manipur
only and were conducted in two

Th. Kirankicmar
Director, Education (Schools) and SPD,
Manipur

i

categories as gven hereunder

* Clagses IWVV
studlents (at least ruminmun of
one student from each Class)
for each educaneonal zone/
chstoet

Tliree best

WVI-VIII best
stucents (at least muumum of
1 student from each Class) for
each educatonal zone/distnct

After the selection, the ZEOs
st of
stucents aleng with one Teacher
Fepresentahve and one Zonal
Fepresentanve Altogether 156
stuclents were recommended for
the tup by the Zonal Education
Officers

* Classes Six

recomumnended  the
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As  planned, the Helicopter
nce commenced from 14th
November 2019 to culminate
wnth the Chluldrens Day The
fortunate students from ZEO
Zone I, Zone II & ZEO Wango1
along wnth the Teacher & Zonal
Fepresentatives had an audence
with the Hon'ble Cluef Miruster
of Maupur at exactly 11 am at
the ChI's office Bungalow where
the Chief NMimster took time out
to share some precous moment
with our students and officials
i a befitting manner A group
photo session of the students and
orgamusers with the Heon'ble CIM
at the green and lush laams of
the Bungalow marked a positive
mement 1 the students’ lives and
it wall usher in a lot of liope and

positivity

The Hon'ble Mhmuster of
Education, Shn Th Radheshyam
singh flagged off the students
at the aroval lounge of Imphal
Intemational auport at 1 pm on
14th Nowember along with the
Department officers.

Eadh “Helicopter Fade” 1z of
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25 mumutes duration and it wall
provide a wmew of the mapestic
Loktak Lake and 1ts surrounding
areas and the urban concrete

jungle of Imphal aty.

Arrangements have been made
for Cluldren of Hill Distncts
and Jimbam for halting at the
might at Imphal at Residental
school, Unpok before taking the
Helcopter nde on the follownng

The Department of Educaton
(3chools) would also apprecate
cooperation of Transport
Depattment and Global Vectra,
AAT, Home Department, DIPR
andhledia fratermity in addition to
allthe Officers of the Department
for the successful conduct of the
Programme for the first time m
the State.
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CHILDREN SHOULD BE ACQUAINTED WITH THE
BEAUTY OF NATURE FOR HARMONIOUS LIVING

DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER
eputy Chief importance of nature to human differently  abled, mentally
Minister Shri lives and the need to preserve retarded and orphansinthe state,

Yumnam

Joykumar Singh

has stressed the
need to acquaint with the beauty
of nature and its importance in
human lives to children for a
peace ful and harmonious human
existence. He was speaking as
Chief Guest at the State level
Children's Day Celebration
held at the auditorium of
Tribal Research Institute at
Chingmeirong in Imphal on14th
NOVEMBER, 2019.

Deputy Chiet Minister said, the
celebration of Childrens Day to
commemorate the birthday of
late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the
first Prime Minister of India, has
a significant connotation which
has to be rendered upon towards
the society. He said, we all know
that children are the assets of
future, but we are not fully aware
of how we are responsible not
anly to our own children but also
to the children of our society.
Every child is born free and
they should equally be treated
by giving access to their rights
irrespective of their status. They
should be made aware of the

it for a peaceful co-existence
and harmonious living, He said,
there have been many issues
pertaining to children with
disability, mentally retarded,
orphans etc. in our society
which has to be sorted out by
giving proper attention from
time to time. He said, special
schemes and welfare measures
for giving them good education,
proper healthcare and other
advantages in various sectors of
social life should be introduced.
Special care should be given to
the children in Children Homes,
Orphanage etc. by treating them
with parenting zeal so that they
can feel the joy of home too.
He also wishes children in the
state for bright and responsible
citizens in future.

Social Welfare Minister Smt.
Nemcha Kipgen said, Pandit
Nehru's vision to nurture
children by fulfilling their rights
to education, healthcare ete. has
to be delivered and it is in this
direction that Department of
Social Welfare has taken up many
welfare schemes for children
especially  for marginalized,

She said, there have been many
cases of exploitation, harassment
and sexual exploitation to even
differently abled children in
the state which needs special
attention, She said, the problem
of children drug abuse has
become a challenge to deal with
and she urged parents to take
extra care and love so that it can
be minimized to a larger extent.
She also appealed to the children
in the State to be obedient and
loyal to their parents, teachers,
and elders, punctual in life so
that they can be successful and
responsible citizens in their lives.

Shri L. Rameshor Singh, MLA
also spoke on the importance
of nurturing children for a
better society in the future.
Shri Banty Singh Konthoujam,
Joint Director, Social Welfare,
students from different schools
and children homes, parents,
teachers participated among
others in the celebration.
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MANIPUR TODAY

ENSURING INCLUSIVE & EQUITABLE QUALITY
EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

ince the last one year, the
SGm’m‘nmem has adopted an

integrated approach in the
implementation of the various
Centrally  Sponsored  Schemes
for School Education Sector to
overcome duplication of efforts and
personnel towards implementing
similar interventions and achieving
similar  objectives.  Moreover,
given the shift in the approach to
development of school education
from input-based to outcome-
based central sector interventions,
The Integrated Scheme on School
Education envisages the ‘school
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Th. Kirankumar, Director, Ede-S & SPD, Manipur
Smit Sachi Ch, Addl Director, Education(s)
Wanneilen Serto, FC Samagra Shiksha

as a continuum from pre-schoal,
primary, upper primary, secondary
to Senior Secondary levels, The
vision of the Scheme is to ensure
inclusive and equitable quality
education from pre-school to senior
secondary stage in accordance with
the Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) for Education.

In light of the above, the erstwhile
Sarva Shiksa Abhiyan, Rashtriya
Madhyamik  Shiksha Abhiyan,
and Teachers Education are now
merged as Samagra Shiksha, State
Implementation Society, Manipur.

Few of the prominent activities
undertaken in the last one year
under Samagra Shiksha, Manipur
and Directorate of Education
( Schools) are as tollows:

Towards achieving
“LEARNING
OUTCOME"

‘Learning Outcomes’ are statements
that describe the knowledge or
skills students should acquire by
the end of a particular assignment,
class, course, or program, and
help students understand why that




knowledge and those skills will be
useful to them. These outcomes can

be used as checkpoints to assess
learning at different points of time.

Shaala Siddhi (School

Standardsand Evaluation):

Shaala Siddhi is a comprehensive
instrument for school evaluation
leading to school improvement.
Mational Programme on School
Standards and Evaluation (NPSSE)
is an initiative that aims at evaluating
each school as an institution and
creating a culture of self-progression
with accountability. The NPSSE
visualizes "School Evaluation’ as the
means and ‘School Improvement’ as

the goal. Over 1/3rd of the schooals
have been evaluated so far.

State Achievement Survey
(SAS)2018-19

State Achievement Survey 2018-
19 has been conducted in classes
I to VIII of Government and
Government  Aided Schoals
including ADC schools on 5th
December 2018. The SAS s
conducted in 539 schools in all the
districts of Manipur. It assesses the
learning competencies of students
with aview to provide feedback and
bringimprovement in their learning
levels. The results will provide the
educational health of the students
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and will further help in structuring
the education sector in the state.

Students Exchange
Programme- 2019

The Students Exchange Programme
was organised under the aegis of
exchanging students and visiting
a different state to exchange ideas
among students and teachers, to
know the different cultures and
traditions of another state, eating
habit and cuisines of another
state, the topography of the state
and above all exchanging ideas
in the classroom and interacting
with teachers, getting to know the
teaching methodology practised in
another state.

Keeping this in mind Samagra
Shiksha, Manipur, and Samagra
Shiksha, Sikkim conducted students
exchange programme for students §
of the secondary section. 50 girl
students of Sikkim visited Manipur
from 3rd -7th February 2019 and in
return 50 students from Manipur
visited Sikkim from 12th-18th
March 2019.

Developmentof
Indigenous/ Low Cost

Teaching Learning
Materials (A State
Initiative)

The Directorate of Education(s),
Government of Manipur and
Samagra Shiksha, Manipur

jointly initiated a project for the
development of Indigenous/Low-
cost Teaching-Learning Materials
(TLMs) for the elementary classes
to be introduced in the government
schools of Manipur. TLMs came
in many shapes and sizes, but they
all have a common goal ie., the
ability to support student learning.

November, 2019
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It makes lessons interesting and
makes learning easy.

Learning Outside
Classrooms.

The Department has taken up the
initiative of a global educational
programme with support from
Generation Global, Tony Blair
Institute for Global Change with
a view to preparing students
in the age group of 12-17 years
for a globalized world by way
of student to student dialogue
through videoconference. Since
the inception of the collaboration
sometime  in December 2017,
Schools viz. C.C. Higher Secondary
School, Ibotonsana Girls Higher
Secondary School, Ram Lal Paul
Higher Secondary School have
registered with Generation Global
and students of these schools have
successfully participated several
dialogues with their counterparts
from countries like UAE, Israel,
Italy, Pakistan, etc. on topics
ranging from Climate Change,
global warming to Festivals & other
topics of global importance.
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The Country Coordinator of
Generation: gave wvery positive
feedback on our  students
performance.

Training of English
Teachers by the British
Council

The Department of Education (§),
Manipur in collaboration with
British Council Division, Kolkata
& North Eastern Council, Shillong
conducted a five days Training of
100 number of English Teachers
serving under 17 educational zones
of the Department during the
period from 22nd-26th July, 2019 at
Imphal. Out of these participants,
50 teachers have been selected
as Master Trainers. A follow up
training of these Master Trainers
is on the cards with a view to boost
the Master Trainer’s knowledge and
classroom practice. We are hopeful
that it would definitely have a
cascading effect and our students
will benefitin a huge manner in the
days to come.

Amalgamation of
Schools.

Recently the Department of
Education (Schools) by an order
amalgamated 237 Schools (176
in the valley and 61 in the Hills)
to nearby schools with better
infrastructure, connectivity,
student enrollment, possibilities for
growth and overall improvement in
Schools and the Education sector
The decision of the Government is
a welcome step.

Activities of the Science
Unit.

The XLI State Level Student’s
Science Seminar, 2019 on  the
topic Periodic Table of Chemical
Elements: Impact on Human
Welfare was held at the Gandhi
Memeorial Hall on 11th September
2019, Altogether 16 participants
representing 16 Zones participated
in the Seminar. Km Naorem
Sovinity Devi, a class X student
of Padma Ratma English School,
Kakching was adjudged the best
performer. Km Naorem Sovinity
Devi will represent Manipur State
in the National Science Seminar,
2019 scheduled to be held on 6th
November 2019 at the Regional
Science Centre, Guwahati,
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MANIPUR COMMISSION FOR PROTECTION OF

CHILD RIGHTS

Hﬁfcguardmg Child R_lgh[& in the State
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nme against duldren may
pethaps sound unwable,
bt as amatter of factithas

become a majpor 1551 where the
runds of intellectuals of the land
need congregate and work it out
together to combat the lugh nsing
rate of crumes against duldren
Despite the selfless efforts made
by vanous orgamusabions such as
NGOs, C50s ete to uplhft the
status of cluldren by prowdng
vanious prowisiens such as care
and protection, cnmes aganst
them seem to bemncreasing India
has a populabon of 121 Billion
while children represent 39% of

the total populanen This fgure
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Smit. Sumatibalo Ningthoujan
Chairpersen

Manipur Commisston for Protection of Child Rights

mcheates the urgency to elevate
thar conditions, irrespective of
caste or rehgon, and prowde
them wnth care aid protection
and bnng them up to be good
cihizens, for they are the pillars of
the future nation,

Accentuatng on the ponaples
of humamsm and protection of
cluld nghts and recogzing the
need for urgent intervention in
all cluldrelated polces of the
country, theNatonal Cammussion
tor the Protection of Cluld Fights
(WNCPCE,) cirected all the States
to establhsh its own respective
the
Comrrussion for the Protection

State Commmussion  under

of Cluld Faghts Act, 2005
The Manpur Commussion for
Protechon of Cluld Fights (MCP
CER), an independent State Level
statutory body was constituted on
the 2nd November 2012 under
section 17 of the Comurussion
for Protechon of Cluld Rights
Act, 2005 Ttwas consttuted with
maill objectives to prowide care,

ensure protechion, promobon,
development,  surmwval,  and
pattiapanon of duldren and

most of all, to defend the nghts
of duldren i the State

The MCPCER 15 headed by the
Chairperson ad six Members
oince its inception, the Maumpur
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for
of Chld Fights (MCPCE)
has chsposed off several cases
related to Cluld Fights and has
progressively worked to protect
Chuld Fights in the State It
15 still working relentlessly on
vanous Child Faghts
The MCPCE. works

coorcination with the INational

Cotrurussion

15511E8
i close

Commussion for Protechion of
Chuld Fights (NCPCE), State
Line Departments and other State
Commmussions The Comurussion is
nowworking in full ssmg andplays
a mtal mle m the pmocess to prowde
care and protechon to duldren m the
State The Comumismont mancate
15 to ensure that lsws, polaes,
programmes  and  acdiwustrahve
mechausms  are 11 consonance
wath the Cluld Faghts perspechve
as emsaged m the Consbtihon
of Inda and the Unted Nabons
Corrrention en the Faghts of Cluld
The Depatiment of Social Weltare,
Govemment of Maupuris thelNodal
Departtnent of MCPCE 1 Mampur
Preseitly, the Conrussion is headed
by St Sumatibala Mingthowam as
Chaperson

November, 2019

Protechon Research Study

* A study on the assessment
of Pramary
mine districts

Governmnent
aschools
of Mamipur on the status
of implementaton of RTE
Act, 2009 ~was
under the sponsorshup
SSA, Mampur
submitted dunng the year
2016. 110
nine districts were selected

concucted

of and

schools from

tor the study.

* Eesearch study on Cluld
Trafficking in the Inde-
Myanmar ERegion - A

study Manipur

was conducted  under
the sponsorslup of the

Ministry of Women and

Child during the year 2017

and subnutted

» An
Elasturba
Widyalayas
and Eesidential
ot

CasE 111

evaluation study on
Gandhi  Balika
(EEGBWVs)
Schools
Mampur under the
sponsotslup of S5A,
Mampur 15 11 the process
(undergoimng).

Policy/ Guidelines

* The Maupur Commussion for
Protechon of Child Fights
(MCPCE) in  patneslup
with CEY andin consultahon
wiuth High Court of Mampur

and after a  senes of
consulbations, rewews  and
meetings mcluchng  wvaluable

inputs shared by umnunent
intellectuials, NCPCE, Junsts,
Cluld Rights Actwsts, Head of
Departments of Universities
and NGO's ameong others has
drafted a copy of the Manipur
state Poley for Clhuldren, 2017
The drafted polcy 15 now
being handed over to the State
Gowvernment for adopting by
the State.

* Manmpur  Comurussion for
Protechon of Cluld Faghts has
drafted Fegulatory gudelnes

hostels

institutions

of educational
duldren
. Mapur  follosnng  the
guicdelnes developed by the
MNational Comurussion

Protecton of Chuld Faghts

for
for

for

Consultations/
Workshops o Programs

* The
parmeshup with the INatonal
Commussion  for FProtechon
of Cluld Fights and Chandel
Distnict ackrurustrabion
conducted a Bench at Chandel
Wi Secretanat hall on 18th
October 2019

State Cotrurussion  m

* The Manipur Comrrussion for
Protechon of Cluld Faglts
(MCPCE) in  patneship
with  Mampur State Legal
serwces Authonty (BWASLSA)




organzed a “l Day Traming * Campasn

Program for Spemal Tuverle
Police  Units ICPS
functionaries 1 Mampur”
on 28th beptember 2019
High Court

and

at  Maupur
Aunditonum

A consultabon on the
drafted Fegulatory gsudelines

for hostels of educational
wstitutions for children
i Mamupur was orgauzed

ot 28th January 2019 at
Secretanat conference hall Rtd
Judges, Deputy Comnussionets,
echicatictuists, MNGEO0s,
stakehiolder departments, etc
pathiapate m1 the consultations
The drafted guucelines
were submmutted to the State
govemment for adopting by the
State

Orgamsed a  Consultabon
wotkshop onn the formulahon
of a Mampur State Poley for
Children, 2017 in June 2017 A
copy of the polhoy 15 subrutted
tothe Govemment for adopting

Formmulaon of a gudelne
for  Prenursery schicols
i patnesslup wath  the
Department of Soaal Welfare
and School Educanen (5) 15 m
the process Regarcding thus, a
meeting was lield n the office
chamber of Puncpal Secretary
(5W) en Zind June 2017

Fepresentatves from MASLSA,

Education Department and
soacal  Welfare Department
Were present

Opeung of a heanng room
of MMaupur Comwrussion for
Protecion of Cluld Faights
(MCPCE)

(poster/leaflet)/
rally and awareness programs
on chuld trafficking/POCE0
Ad/]] Act was orgamsed 1n
the border town of Moreh

Landmark Cases

* Kamudung Government
Jumer High School
Hungbram wllagers lodge

a complant to MCPCR
regarcing drop out of 164
cluldren schools A
team from this Comussion

fram

went for an offical wsit to
check into the matter Talung
note of the depnvation of
cluldrens fundamental nghts
to ecucation, MCPCE. directed
the co-orcdinator of the Legal
Aud Chiue of Nungbram and

Headmaster of Famuching
Governiment  Jumuor  High
ochool to start  achrussion

process of 80 students in the
category of clss I — VIIL
Undersconng Sechion 135 of the
CPCR Act, 2005, the MCPCR
urged the Depatment of
Education (5) to take prompt
acion i addressing  the
3Bt
altogether 96 school dropouts
trom the surrouncings wilages
got enrolled wath support from
Marupur State Legal Serwmces
Authority

Fescue of 21 culdren from
Imphal Aurpott

Under the direchon of the
Cotrumission,
Mampur polce md mt-
traffichng umt resaued 21
children from Imphal aiport.
The operation

situation. leammed that

a team from

rescue TWAaS
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conducted 1 compliance with
the Hon'ble Supreme Court’s
directions passed on dated 1st
september 2010 11 the matter
of Exzplotahon of duldren
in orphanages in the State

of Tamul Wadu wvs UOI and
others

Other Achievements

The MCPCE chrected the
DiretorGetieral of TPolice
to  establish  Cluld fnendly
police station m all cistnets of
Mampur  Birst  chuld-frendly
police roomwas estabhshedin
Churachandpur Police Stahon
Under thenutistive of the State
Child-Friendly
Polce Fooms were established
i all Distrcts of Maupur

The Cormumssion
undertaken mspechions of
Cluld Care Inshitubieons in all
Distncts of Maupur Feport
of the mspection 15 already
shared wnth Muustry, WCD,
Gol, and NCPCR

from MCPCE
officials

Comrmissiot,

hias &

A team

along wwith
Mampur Health Services and
Department of Educahon
(5), Mampur mspected school

from

canteens in vanous schools
(both Govt mn and povate
mn) to check the qualty of
tood sold in school canteens
Consumphon of food lugh m
salt and sugar (HESS) has been
found to be ampant amongst
school children and lead to

many hazards and diseases
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IMPHAL MUNICIPAL COUNCIL BUILDING BYE-LAWS 2013 ISNOW IMPHAL
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION BUILDING BYE-LAWS 2019

W . Phajatombi,
Joint Director, IPR.

Our land, being very
fragile from the view-
point of Seismology
and reports so far pub-
lished add on to this

fear  psychosis.  This
is one very primary
factor, affecting  the

mental stability of all
inhabitants of Mani-
pur at this point in the
geological period.

November, 2019

he Manipur state’s one and only
I Municipal Corporation, Imphal
Municipal Corporation (IMC),
now has its latest Building Bye-Laws for
the public. The corporation is gaining
new momentum of functioning with
the emergence of Building Bye-Laws
2019. Collective eftort and dedication
of the Elected members and Executive/
government officers/officials, as a
solid team had pinched the outdated
guidelines for a change, that could carve
the State capital Imphal to a new smart
Imphal city.

The  Department of  Municpal
Administration, Housing & Urban
Development (MAHUD) has immense
challenges to fight for winning the grand
transformation race. Make our land, our
city, a clean, lnxurious and smart Imphal.

A lot of medifications were made in
the Previous Principal Law. Some
clauses were deleted while on the other
hand wonderful information, ideas,
innovation, modern technical inputs
were also inserted in the new Building
Bye-Laws 2019 of the IMC.

Amendment of Section 1 itself created
the new titdle, Imphal Municipal
Corporation Building Bye-Laws 2019
(First Amendment), The Bye-Law, which
we have now for us, is more refined,
elaborate and clarity of concept is also
fine-tuned. Technical explanations
quoted are easy even for non-technical
ones.

Our land, being very fragile from the

viewpoint of Seismology and reports
so far published add on to this fear




psychosis. This is one very primary
factor, atfecting the mental stability
of all inhabitants of Manipur at
this point in the geological period.
Construction permission for very
tall buildings which was once under
limitation for many commercial
purposes is now relaxed and made
up to seven storeys.

Provision  for  High  Rise
construction highlighted in chapter
VI A of the Imphal Municipal
Corporation Building Bye -Laws
2019 is attracting the attention
of  Businessmen, Commercial
Entrepreneurs and other local
traders. Section 54 A of the Law has
clear cut definition for High rise
building.

BUILDINGS HIGHER THAN IS5 M
OF HEIGHT WITHOUT STILTS
AND ABOVE 17.5 M OF HEIGHT
WITH STILTS ARE HIGH RISE
BUILDINGS

Any piece of land cannot
accommadate such tall buildings.
There are specific technical
measurements to be followed for
high rise construction. Section

54D of the Bye-Law tabulates the
information in this regard.

The addition of a new chapter
(Chapter XII} simply elevates the
standard of the new Bye-Laws
where issues like importance and
feasibility of energy conservation as
well as self-sustainability effort are
emphasized.

Building By-Laws 2019 also provide
information of great significance,
highlighting the role of Nature /
Environment in the arena of
construction work.

Section 78 of Chapter XII which
states about Electric Charging
Infrastructure (EVCI) is yet to
come into life. The IMC has not
empowered this section as of now.

With rapid urbanizationand growth
of the Economy, it is anticipated
that the construction activity will
experience a proportionate growth.
The State Government is committed
to streamlining of clearance for
buildings and real estate sector and
empowering the urban local bodies
with an objective of“ Ease of Doing
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Business”

Emergence of the Imphal Municipal
Corporation Building Bye-Laws
i First Amendment}, 2019, is need
of the hour for those, venturing in
construction works within the IMC
jurisdiction areas.

Special Message to all Builders

“Build your structures with con-
formity with the Imphal Munic-
ipal Corporation Building Bye-
Laws 2019”

“For a safe and smart Imphal city
ahead”

The copy of the Bye-Laws is avail-
able at Directorate of Printing
and Stationery, Government of
Manipur(www.manipurgovi-
pressanic.an)

Gazatte No. 58, Imphal Thursday,
June 13, 2019 (Jyarstha 22,1941)

MANIPUR GOVT. ALLOWS CONSTRUCTION OF SEVEN STOREYS BUILDINGS IN IMPHAL

Manipur government has allowed the construction of buildings up to seven floors within areas covered by
Imphal Municipal Corporation (IMC). Eadier; only three-storey buildings were allowed to be built here,

Minister of Municipal Ad ministration, Housing and Urban Development (MAHUD) Department, Thounao-
jam Shyambkumar Singh said that the state government has approved construction of seven storey buildings
within areas covered by the IMC, The Minister said that the decision has been taken after due consultation

with experts and architects.

IMC covers an area of around 34.48 sq km in Imphal East and West districts.

He further said that this decision was necessary to relieve the pressure on agricultural land on the outskirts of
the city, “Buildings up to seven storeys can now be builtin the IMC limits but only after obtaining of permits.”

he said.

The minister also urged the builders to follow all the safety procedures and laws during the constructions as

Manipur lies in a seismic zone.

November, 2019
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GLOBAL GRAD SHOW, DUBAI DESIGN WEEK 2019
“Bamboo Boy” Sushan Kumar Yumkhaibam makes his mark in Dubai

November, 2019

he fifth edtien of Global
Grad Shew, a part of Duba
Design Week 2019, showcased

150 Graduate projects from owver
100 wniversities from more than 40
countnes from 11thte 16th Neovember
2019

Maipur’s Sushan Fumar Yumkhabam
(23) from the MNahonal Insttute of
Design (MNID), Ahmedabad showeased
lus  gradushon  project,  “Shuft,
Command and AY”, a senes of three
flat-pack office chairs made of sold
bamboo, at the recently concluded

Sagolsem Sneliprabha
Manager of Publication

Global Grad Show Ancther Indian,
Jitendra Sharma, from Pearl Academy,
Delli also participated in the Show,
which 1s also the wotld's most diverse
gathernng of umversity gracuates and
protessors i the fields of scence
design, and teclmology, working on
soaal impact innowvation

Enown as "Bamboo Boy” in NID,
Ahmedabad, Sushan Fuamar, leamed
aboutthesustanability and reneswrabi ity
of Bamboo wlule wotling for the
project “Slutt, Command, Al which
was showcased dunng the recently




conclhuded show in Dubar The young
designer whose parents, Dr ¥ Shyam
singh and Dr Angom Sumat Den,
both Assoaate Professors, at Iimphal
College, Imphal had abways been
fasanated by how thungs were made
since childhood

Descabing lumself as a “funuture
cdesigner passionate sbout crafhng
fumiture pieces that are funchonal,
aesthetic, sustamable, symbolic and
comnfortable” he now plans to complete
lis masters and open a stucio. Excempts
from an emaled mtermewr

Tell us your experience at the
Global Grad Show held during the
Dubai Design Week 20197

It was fnl I met so many creatives
all owver the world across all aspects
of design We shared our projects
about how 1t can bang a change n
thus world and take our designs ahead
The whole design innovation which
focuses on people’s needs with what is
technologcally feasible and dewnsing a
widble business strategy to denve value
from the market opportuuty

Your final semester project for NID,
Ahmedabad, was among the 150
grad projects selected to showcase
at the Global Grad Show. How did
it happen? What is the idea behind
your project? Highlights of your
project.

My Graduation project got normnated
by my college, NID, Alinedabad, for
the sad event where the orgamsers
have to select those whidh gves a
socal impact

My project nvolved sethng up a
bamboo processing and manufactunng
mdustry i Punjab wluch aims at
promoting the use of bamboo by
mahkng it transportation fnendlyin the

office furmture sector My ntenhon
was not only to create new products
for the market but to introchice more
use of bamboo in a place where the
raw matenal 1s abundant

sluft, Comimand and Al are office
chairs design that gives a natural toud:
to a highly mdustnalised space The
chairs are made out of sold bamboo
wihich 1s locally avalable The deabilbty
and the teaisile strength of bamboo
make thestructure the chair hghtweaglit
and able to Aat-pack

Do you have a favournte among the
pieces you have designed so far?

Yes Alfrescoll Its an outdoor diar
thiat [ have designed and made by using
only scrap matenals. T he productis up-
cycled from aused AC gnll Thave tned
to aclueve utopiain the furmitureworld
by makang it extremely hghtweaglt and
simple 1 order for it to be slot into
chfferent seating arrangements

How would you describe your
design inspiration and aesthetic?

I haven't done nuch-comurussioned
work so my work 15 more about

understanding  the matenals and
making the best use out of it
You come from an academic

background. So what made you
take up desigming?

As a duld I loved brealung thungs
apatt and see the detals, the joinenes
IMone of my toys last for a weekl I
have akways been fasanated by how
things are made The matenals, texture,
colour even the smell and how all of
tlus contobutes to developing into a
product or furmture This inspired
me to take up desigiung and become
a maker As a fuputure designer, I'm
passionate about crafhng nuture
pieces that are functional, aesthetic
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the world
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It was fun! I met so
many creatives all over
derass  all
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our  projects

about how it can bring
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sustainable, symbolic and comfortable

You use bamboo which
is described as " Green
Gold”, in your furniture
design. Is it a conscious

choice to be sustainable and
environmentally friendly?

Henestly, I have not worked much
with bamboo as a matenal before
my graduation project Tlus project

made me explore and understand

how versanle and sustanable bamboo
15, Yes, I am wery much aware of
sustainability every matenal has its
unque propethes Makng a product
takes a lot of time and energy, nather
of wlich 1s renswable Hence, making
it energy-efficient, recyclable is a must
To me, foutire can be funchional,
aesthetic, sustanable symbolicof abig
idea and comfortable at the same tume

Future design trends.

I believe wath the growing technology
there will be a seamless integration of
the pliysical wnth chgtal

Your future plans.

For now, I want to go for my masters
ancl start my own stucho

COMMAND
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WINNER \.

V' BEST
INDIAN EILM
MY REDE REEL
2019

CHARA AMA/ONE SQUARE MEAL

CONTENT IS KING

LAWRENCE CHANDAM, DIRECTOR, ‘CHARA AMA’

Gaijinmeilu Maringmei
Translator, Kabui

hara Ama (One Square Meal), that manufactures audio and sound
A Loktak Story’, a Mampun equpment forprofessionalfilmmalkers

; Sll?lt film, won the Best wppey and directed by Lawrence
Incin Film award ot the recettly gy “Chara Ama follows the
cm1c1u§ed My RDdELREEI 20 1.9* — AN pravals of a peor fisherman and lus
111te.nmtio1ml short film festval held young son set against the backdrop
1 Sycney, Austraba The Festival was of Loltak Lake The story reflects the
orgamised by Rode — A company reality of lLfe for those who have not

&3 November, 2019
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beent so fortunate

It was speaally made to lughlight the
beautiful Loktak Lake of Mampur
wluch 15 becommyg a favounte tounst
destination The competition witniessecd
entries from 168 Indian filmmakers
and 1680 Intemational filmimakers
from around the globe In spte of
bang a late entry, ‘Chara Ama’ was
ranked m the Intemational Top 10 and
finally nominated for the most popular
people dioice fsward based on voting
wotldande However, mussed the top
spot narrowly.

Lawrence 1s now co-owner of
Fast Glass, a Cmematic and MMecha
company he started in Imphal in 2018
with Binny Longme who 15 also the
anematographer of ‘Chara Ama’

Lawrence hopes that winnng thus
International competition has boosted
the confidence for filmmakers all over
thie state of Marupur

You won the Best Indian Film
award atthe recentlyconcluded
‘My Rode Reel 2019’ for ‘Chara
Ama', a Manipurn short film,

How do you feel?
We great
accomphshment 1in makng our Arst
film i Mampur Tlus was a joumey of
chiscovery for us — both as a Maupun
and as a filmmaker However, wniming
theBestIndian Filmwastheiangonthe
cake Besides winiung, gethngourwork
noticed ad recogrus ed by professional
filmimakers and artists of this industry
from around the wodd, gves us
sahsfachion
Moreover, I hope that winming thus
Internatonal competition has boosted
the confidence for filmmakers all over
the state of Mampur

found a senise of

an urimense sense of

November, 2019

How the

competition at 'My Rode Reel
2019'p

Well, we wntnessed some rematkable
movies this year The overall quality of
most films was top-notch, to say the
least ‘Chara Ama’ was selected “The
Best Indian Filn' besing 168 other
films from Incha A total number of
1680 Intemanonal films competed n
this year’s film festval held n Sydney,
Australa,

tough was

How did the idea of making
a short feature arise? Why did
you decide on making a short
film~

My media company, Fast Glass, has
been working on commercal projects
here in Imphal for the past one and
half years. We had been waiting for an
opportunity to do some film work for
some tme now When my company
partier, Binny Longma, andl leamed
of My Fode Eeel 2019, we felt the
bming was just noght It was qust the
motvation we needed to dive into
making films About making a short
flm —it was the requurernent by Rode
to submut a film under 3 mins, which
was challenging

The plot of ‘Chara Ama' is
strikingly similar to ‘Ilisha
(The Taste
of a Hilsa) a short story by

Amagi Mahao'

Nongthongbam Kunjamohan
Singh. Also, there is a short
video film on the story by
Ningthouja Lancha, How did
the earlier works inspire your
‘Chara Ama 15 inspited by Thsha
Amag Mahao' We have duly crecited

Chara

selected

Ama was
“The  Best
Indian Filni' beating
168 other films from
India. A total number
of 1680 International

films competed in My

Rode Reel 2019%held in
Sydney, Australia,




Indeed, we are truly
lucky to have such
@ natural  resource
in our State, Loktak
Lake plays a vital
character in the film.
In ‘Chara Ama, we
showed how the lake
been

has feeding

older generations of

the protagonist. As
it is in reality - it
gives  sustainability

and employment to
thousands in Moeirang.

Late Neongthombam  Eunjamohan
sinngh at the end credits of the film
Thsha Amag Mahao' is the epitome
of mural hfein Mampur Whle keeping
the theme of the story untouched
I wrote a scapt around it that would
show the beauty and lughlght the
harsh conditions of lhfe at Loktak I
worked on the dialogues stowvng to
wite a story that global audiences
could relate to I was macde aware
of (Mingthowa) Lancha® film on
Thsha Amag Mahao' dunng the pre
procuction process of "Chara Ama’ I
intentonally abstained from watding
it so it does not mfuence my wsion of
the story [ only watched it recently and
enjoyed it thoroughly

The story also highlights the
beautiful Loktak Lake of
Manipur, which is almost like
a character of its own.

Indeed, we are truly lucky to hawve such
anatural resource in our State. Loktak
Lake plays a wital dharacter i the film
In ‘Chara Ama’, we showed how the
lake has been feeding older generations
of the protagomst. As itisin reality —it
gves sustanability and employment to
thousands In the short span of three
rmunuites, we have also tned to show the
plhight of the fishenmen today, whose
lives depend on the future of thus lake

How did the filming of Chara
Ama take placer Tell us about
your journey while making it.
What are the major challenges
facedwhile shooting the short?
“We cid a lot of recon work before the
shoot We had immense help fram the

locals. One of the biggest challenges
was shoohing on beoats There were
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streng winds on the day of the shoot
so the boats had to be tethered by
ropes to stop it frem floatmg away The
ropes were then removed by VFX n
post-procuction. The sequence of the
boy’s homewas shotin miral Kakehing
The place had no electncity and was
shotwith natural hght Also directmg a
boy of 6 years hadits set of challenges.

What kinds of preparations
did you make forworking with

non-actors especially child

actorse

We knew working wath a cluld actor
was going to be challmgng Our lttle
actor Munim Hijam, 15 only 6 years old
When we showed hum our storyboard
he mnstantly knew what was expected
of lum: He was coached on how to
debver the chalogues wath the help of

his farmly and our lead actor Fatan Sy

Mayanglambam. But with lads, you
have to take your time with the shoct
So we had to find a balance between
coming and wahng on lum patiently
and losing out on natural hght over
delayed time

How involved are you as a
filmmaker?

I am obsessive when it comes to
any work I create And bang a small
budget film, 1t gave methe opportuuty
to have a very hands-on expenence
Tahng on mulbple roles - I did the
scnphng, Editing, VBFZ and Direction
Emny Longme did Cinematography
and Sound

What did you want to tell
the

Manipur through this film?
In the age of CE filled films, I

global audience about
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Best Indian Film

CINEFATOGRAFHY - BINNY LONGRE]

wanted to tell an honest story of the
sumple life here in Mapur Through
thus meowe I wanted to expose the
beauty of our picturesque Loktak
Lake to the world I wanted to show
the hardslups of the Lfe of people who
are dependent on the very nature that
we destroy i the name of developmant
Alko, to me the mother plays m
unportant ole i our socety wluch I
wanted to portray on the screen Even
if the man gets the food on the table, in
our socety, it 15 the women who make
thie hard demisions of the house n every
tarruly

Your film is also very different
from the
commercial Manipuri cinema.

mainstream

Do you think there is a market
for such movies?

On the contrary, I tunk there 15 no

November, 2019

A FILM EY LAWRENCE CHANDAM

matket for the commeraal Maupun
cneama These films tend to have an
audience based only wathm Maupur
Even Bollywood has evolved It is the
smaller films with better stones that are
the bigger successes today One should
lock for examples at Almumakers hke
Fima Das from Assam whose films
on socal 1ssues made 1t to the Oscars
gamenng sttention across the globe At
the end- contentis king

How did you get into films?

It has been a natural progression for
me I stated my joumey leamng
eciting at Asian Academy of Fils and
Telewmsion, Noiwda Then I worked under
Flanta Joshy, a documentary flnumaker
based 1 Dellu After thus, I mowved
to New Zeald to leam VEX and
Mohion Design at Mecha Deagn School
Aunckland After gracduabng from MIDS,
I worked &t a VEX post house called

© FASTGLASS FEDIA, 2019



I am obsessive when
it comes to any work
I create. And being a
small budget film, it
gave the oppor-
tunity to have a very
hands-on  experience.
Taking on multiple
roles - I did the Script-
mg, Editing, VFX
and Direction. Binny
Longmei did Cinema-
tography and Sound,

me

Cause+FZ I spent aght years there
worhng on several mtematonal projects
bke #sh vs Ewl Dead, Spartacus’, Into
the Badlands’ etc Then I came back
home to Maupur and started Fast Glass
Cinematics aid Mecha Co

You Glass, a
cinematic and Media Company

set up Fast
in 2018. But you are based
in Auckland, New Zealand.
So how do you manage the
company?

That’s a rmusconcephion that I am based
m Auckland I retumed heme to Irnphal
from Auncklandin December 2017 Smice
arnwvng here, I started my company
Fast Glass wath Bumy Longme, my
cmematographer Together we have
taken up several projects ke The Sangal
Festwal 2018 Promeo, The Shinu Festval
2019 Promo, Photo Conumissions from
the INabhonal Sports University, Imphal
etc

You are also an anwieiey msician,
a VFX Artistand now also divected
a short film. What do you prefer
people calling you —a singer or a
filmmaker? How did you shift
| from making VFX for others and
shooting TVC into filmmaking?

Twwras awvocalist fora band called Lewtiluis

m 2004 -2005 dunng my college days n
Dellu Smee then music has ramained

a hobby As a1 arhst my medhum has
dianged I now use films to express
my art And VEXE 1z a small part of
filmmaking Beng a VEI Artist tanght
me to loock o every puxel with a fine
tooth comb So becoming a Alomrmaker
was not really a transition: I ust see the
bigger pichure now
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When will you make a feature
film debut?

We ntend to make a full feature in 2020
We are thnlled to be making somethng
thats deep-rocted in the lustory of
Maupurandlook forward to the support
of everyone n the state

Your favourite film.

Fan’ (translated as Chaos™ or “Tumal)
by Akira Furosawa That filmis a master
class in itself There’s always somethung
new to leam every smele time I watch it

In your opinion, what is the
present standard of Manipuri
Cinema in the global sphere?

I see a change coming in the Industry
Mew umuhatves are bang taken by
Maupun flmmakers With the advent 4
of streaming servces lke Netfloe and @
HEBEQ, people nderstand that auchences
are intelbgent and are ready to absoib
orgnal ideas I ses cigital content bke
web senes domgwell here I¥snotfaroff
before we make our rnark m the global
sphere

What projects are you working
on nowr

Currently, we haveteanedupwnth JCEE
skl Solubons to convert thar course
mocules mto E-Leammg wideos. Alsg,
we are making a senes of wdeos forthe

Department of Traispott, Maupug to
lughlight road rules and satety forall

Do you have any advice for
aspiring filmmakers and film
authors?

Watch good films, deconstruct and

prachce Your gear 1s secondary - Invest
i1 your passon andsklls

November, 2019




MANIPUR TODAY

' ]
£l
1 L o -¥
+ 1 RECTY s e
i ¥

MICROLITE AIRCRAFT

=

INDUCTED TO NCC

he National Cadet
Corps (NCC) Group,
Imphal inducted the

Aircraft
SW-80) to
facilitate flight training for its cadets.

Microlite

{Virus

The induction ceremony was held at
Bir Tikendrajit International Airport
with Chief Minister Shri N. Biren
Singh as Chief Guest of the function
on 19thNovember 2019.

During the function, Chiet Minister
said that Microlite Aircraft (Virus
SW-80) is a powered driven Single
propeller aircraft which would
provide the students of Manipur
NCC maximum  flying
exposure. He thanked the NCC for

cadets

November, 2019

taking such initiative for the NCC
cadets of the State. Stressing on the
various initiatives and programs of
NCC, Chief Minister stated that NCC
inculcate the values of discipline,
punctuality, correct work ethos and
self-confidence among the young
children of the State. Such wvalues
would help in transforming our
children into leaders of the Nation

tomorrow, he added.

Minister for Education Shri Th.
Radheshyam, Brigadier RS Sethi,
Secretary to CM Shri Geoffrey

Ningthoujam, Officers and Cadets of
NCC, Imphal and others attended the

induction ceremony.
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DIPR CELEBRATES 71" FOUNDATION DAY
ORMATION SPLLS
oS BE 208

overnment spokesperson
Sho Theongam Biswajit
singh who 15 also the

Information and Public Felatons
Wiister sad that the government
has a fmm  detemminaben to
expand the present Directorate of
Information and Public Felatons
and cpen wellequpped Distnet
Information Offices m all 16
Fevenue districts of the State en

lst Movember 2019

shn Biswant was addressing the
Tlst Informaneon and TPublc
Felations Day, 2019 held at the
Aunditonum, DIPE MNew Complex,
Hityapat Chuthelk, Imphal.

As part of the foundabon day
celebration, DIFF alschanded over
awarce m1 eight cifferent categones
to the Staff for thar outstanding
sermace to the Directorate

Elabomtng fuither that it 15 lus
wsion to see well hnchomng

Distnct Information Offices 1in all
revenue distucts, tie Minister said
that the government has been able
to bridee the gap betwean thelulls
and the walley and that there s no
apprehension today while wsitng
any comer of the State He sad
this 15 a good sign of peace and
development in the State

The IPF. Miruster also expressed
the need for the DIPE and mecha
houses towork m close projmmty
He said thet the DIPE and the
mecia should strengthen theux
relatonslup to win the trust of
the publc He sad that the DIFE
and rmecha should go together and
share a positive and construdave
relanonslup to develop Mammpur,
he said.

Commissioner IFE. Shn  Eh
Faghumam also mterated the
need to expand the Directorate
and strengthen it

&9

singh said DIPE.is 10 a transitonal .:"i .

phase new The Directorate s
moving to its new office building
at Fleishampat from the temporary
office at Manipur State Transport
office complex

The award for the staff of the
Directorate 15 bang gven to
motivate and encourage the staff

who work mound the clock he
aclded

He huther sad that the award
15 a knd of recogntion and
acknowledgment of the staff to
boost ther morale He said thus
will also act as 3 realizahon of
our responsibibties He further
encouraged the staff to conbnue
performung and to perform better

As pat of the huchon, Sho

Bigwrant also released the Cctober
1ssue of Mampur Today
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STATE LEVEL KUT FESTIVAL 2019

ut, 3 prefer post-harvest
I<§stwal of the Kuk
un-Mizo  cormmuuty

of Mampur, was celebrated wnth
great porrp and splendour on Ist
November 2019 The State Level
Faat Festival 2019 was held at Ist
Manpur Fifles Battalon ground,

Imphal with the Cluef Muuster
sho I Biren Singl as Cluef Guest

Appreastng the  Euk-Clun-
Wizo cornmumuty, Cluef Wiruster
remermbered the contnbubon of
the Euk-Clun-Mzo commuauty
for the good of the State He
appealed the people of the State
to stand wuted and fight for the
oneness of the State and INaton m
the future too He announced that
the State govemment 15 ready to
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Post-harvest festival of Kuki-Chin-Mizo community celebrated

T 2019

.. o ALt
i W

L 5 & h-u.‘ A1 T M1
extaid any help to orpamse the Eut
Bestval on a bigger scale in future
wlhereby guests and culbural troupes
from outside the State could be
invited

Forest  Mimuster Sho Th
shyambumar, Water Resources
Whruster Shn  Letpac Hachp,
Maupur Tobal Development
Comporstion  Charmman  Sho
Vungragm Valte, MLAs Shn TI
Haokip, Shn Y Surdhandra, Cluef
Secretary, DGE top awl and police
officials attencleclthe celebration.

Celebrated every year on the fist
day of MNovermber, it celebrates
the generous harvest after a year
of hard toling, wth thmlsgwng
prayet to the almmughty

Performance of traditional dances,
songs feastng and mermymaking
fomm awtalpart of Fut celebrabons
People of all ages enthusastically
took partin the festival

Another man lughlight of the
celebrations 15 Miss Fut a beauty
pageant orgamsed every year dunng
the festwal Marln Nngmanching
won the coveted Miss Fut 2019 title
i the beauty pageant m Imphal
she won a cheque of Es 1 lkhm
the beauty contest

Eut Festivalis of great sigmuficance
as 1t lnghhghts the culural hentage
of the Fulh-Chn-Mizo groups and
also torms a platforn to hamess
peace and hammony among the
chverse ethiue comrmuubes of the
State




The performance of the
players or the quality
of women footballing
per se of Manipur
remains in top-notch
and in form

Bembemn,
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MANIPUR

A DOMINANT FORCE IN WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

Ningthoujam Roshan Singh
Information Assistant

anipur  state  has

yet again lifted the

winner’s trophy at the

25th Senior Women's

National Football
Championship, With this latest feat,
Manipur has so far become the champion
of the tournament 20 times out of
the 25 editions held so far. The latest
championship, which was held from 10th
to 24thSeptember, 2019 was hosted by
Arunachal Pradesh at the picturesque
town of Pasighat,

In the final, defending champion Manipur
defeated Railways 1-0.

Now, it wont be a difficult task to
deduce from this record that Manipur
has dominated the scenario of women's
football in India. Apart from this senior
championship, our girls in the junior
and sub-junior categories have also
been bringing laurels by becoming

champions in their respective national
level competitions.

Coach of Manipur state senior women's
team Oinam Bembem opined that many
talented and well-performing players
of the state or in the state team have
stopped playing for their motherland in
the ‘lookout for greener pastures. The
reason being most of the football players
came from poor family backgrounds.
And when any lucrative or secure or
better option of earning comes, it is only
natural for them to pick it up as most of
them have to look after their family.

The performance of the players or the
quality of women footballing per se of
Manipur remains in top-notch and in
form, added Bembem. As the coaches
are qualified and licensed holders of
the national football body or highly
experienced former footballers, good
coaching is always guaranteed. It can
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be mentioned that the current coach
Bembem is a former top footballer
of the country having captained and
represented the national team in the
international arena many a time. Under
these credentials, she was awarded
the prestigious Arjuna Award by the
President of India in 2017,

It is to be noted that recognitions like
this have played a huge role in inspiring
young women footballers of the state into
this game, Also, it helped in convincing
the parents and sodety in large who
otherwise had been not-so-supportive
when their daughters opted for this
rugged and physically demanding game.

Under Bembem's coaching, Manipur has
lifted the Champions Trophy twice ie. in
2017 and this year 2019,

On the other hand, the initiation of
professional women'’s football viz. the
Indian Women's League has widened the
scope for the talents of our state. Clubs
and companies from outside had to
lock into this state, for recruiting their
players and the deal is in huge figures.
The scenario is if you have talent, then
you will have takers. Currently, all the
women's I-league teams of the country
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have at least one or more Manipuri
players in the team.

While we are basking in this continuous
achievement, it is also very important
to bring consistency to the performance
of the girls and to safeguard this
winning streak. Bembem opined that
if the authorities concerned viz. the
government comes up with a proper
policy to ensure employment to our
players, then it will help in retaining the
talented players to our state and will help
in preventing them from representing
other states or team. She added although
they very wanted to play for the state, it
is the question of survival that compels
them to play for other states. From
the technical point of view, Bembem
added that such frequent moving by the
player create a big issue in the team in
the matter of substitution. As football
or any team sports for that matter is
heavily dependent on the chemistry and
dynamics of the players, to build up such
chemistry again is a very difficult and
time-taking process. However, coach
Bembem also understood the limitations
of the government in giving jobs to all
the excellent trophy-winning players that
had represented the state.




